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The Friends of The Trowbridge Museum
From the Editors

Membership

We hope that this issue has reached you before
Christmas; in any event we wish you a happy
Christmas and hope 2022 brings you everything
you wish for.

Annual membership of the Friends is £8 (single)
or £10 (joint) due in January. Payment can be
made by standing order - our bank details are :sort code 60 21 36 and account number
81455550.

Thank you to all our writers for their contributions
to this issue of the Muse. We look forward to
receiving articles from anyone in the Friends without them there would be no Muse! Articles in
preparation for the next issue include the
Sylvesters of Trowbridge, and the early days of
Trowbridge Camera Club.
We hope the next year will be an exciting one for
the FoTM; as Kevin says in his report on page 3,
we are planning a programme of events which
should be ready for the AGM. The coffee
mornings start in January so please come along
and have a chat with other members and perhaps
see items from the museum that don’t often see
the light of day.
Also, 2022 will see the official opening of the
expanded museum, and later in the year we will
have the Heritage Festival. We are also looking
forward to the main exhibitions, “Snapshot” and
“WEFT 2022”.
As Kevin also says in his report on page 3, we are
short of members on the Friends Committee. If
you would like to support the Friends by joining
the committee please let Kevin know. Meetings
are (approximately) bi-monthly and joining the
Committee isn’t too arduous - unless you want it
to be!
Rob & Jill Hillman

Future Events
The Committee are preparing a list of events that
should be ready by the next AGM. If you have
any suggestions for a talk, walk, day trip, etc., or
would like to host an event, please let Kevin
know about it. To start with, we will be having a
coffee morning in the Museum on alternate
Wednesdays at 10.30, starting on January 12th.
Items from the museum’s store will be on show,
so please do come along and enjoy a sociable
morning.

Members of the Friends Committee :
Kevin Hartley *
Helen Montague-Smith
Margaret Lait
Andrew Lett
Glyn Bridges
Rob Hillman*
Jill Hillman *
Hannah Randall-Morris
Hannah Lyddy
Vacancy
Vacancy
Vacancy

Chair
Vice-Chair
Secretary
Treasurer/ Shop
Town Council Member
Newsletter
Newsletter
Membership Secretary
Museum Staff Member

} Please let Kevin know if you
} would like to join the Committee.
} You would be made very welcome.

* co-opted members of the Town Council’s
Museum Committee
To contact the editors you can email us at
robhillman45@gmail.com
jill.hillman21@gmail.com

Or by writing to us at the museum address :
The Friends of The Trowbridge Museum
c/o Trowbridge Museum
The Shires Shopping Centre
Court Street
Trowbridge
Wiltshire
BA14 8AT
01225 751339

Registered Charity 1054720
Copyright of photographs in The Muse belongs to
the photographer or organisation referred to and
must not be reproduced digitally or in hard copy
without their prior consent.
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Message from the Chairman
At the last Friends AGM I was elected as the new
Chairman of the Friends Group. The Friends of
Trowbridge Museum has been going for over 30
years, supporting Trowbridge Museum in many
varied ways, including financial support. The Friends
is run by a small committee and we currently have a
couple of vacancies. If you would like to be part of
the committee please contact me or one of the
committee members. We meet six times a year at
the museum in the early evening.
The new committee is organising a programme of
events, including talks, visits, afternoon cream teas,
Trowbridge historic walks, etc. The new programme
will commence after the AGM in 2022. If you have
any ideas on events that you would like to be held
let us know.
We have been fortunate to receive a donation from
Newland Homes to go towards our new adventure
of book publications. The fifth one in the series, ‘The
Changing Face of Trowbridge During the Last 21
Years’, will be published in February 2022. Please
look out for this and the first four books which are
still available in the museum to purchase. All profits
go back into the Friends' funds. (Newland Homes

have received the Trowbridge Enhancement Award
three times within the last 20 years).
The Friends still continue with volunteering at the
museum, carrying out various activities to support
the museum staff and welcoming the public.
When you are visiting the museum please take a
look at the Friends display case, located on the 2nd
floor in the far corner. Currently we have on display

The Trowbridge Foot Beagles
Here is a picture of the Trowbridge Foot Beagles on a postcard posted on the 31st December 1913.
On that day the TFB met at Highfield, but the property in the picture looks more like Steeple Ashton
Manor, where they met on 1st November 1913. Can our readers confirm the location?
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Phil Lucas (1952-2021)
The news that Phil had died on October 18th came
as a shock to us all, although we knew that he had
been unwell for some time. He had been a stalwart
supporter of the Museum for many years, both as a
volunteer and a member of the Friends committee,
and for many years he also volunteered at the
Trowbridge Information Centre. I first met him
when I joined him on the Museum’s front desk on
Tuesday mornings, and I was most impressed by his
knowledge of Trowbridge – and his willingness to
share it! He continued his role as a welcomer to
visitors on Tuesday mornings until the museum
closed for the expansion. He was a willing volunteer
in any capacity required, including helping the
Education and Outreach team, and for many years
he was the museum’s Father Christmas, a role for
which he had no need of a false beard! He rarely
missed a Friends committee meeting and with
Andrew Lett he managed the Friends’ retailing
activities. In 2019 he organised the Friends trip to
Coldharbour Mill in June 2019, which proved very
successful. His absences from the museum tended
to coincide with his visits to Australia and New
Zealand, which he enjoyed immensely, and he was
overjoyed if he could find a Trowbridge-related
artifact there. Phil had been doing research for a
proposed book on William Redfern, the Irish
surgeon who grew up in Trowbridge and who is
regarded as the father of Australian medicine.
Phil was a Trowbridge man through and through,
and would fiercely defend the town if he thought it
was unfairly criticised or “done down”. He was
particularly incensed by the removal of the then
County Record Office to Chippenham (as the
Wiltshire & Swindon History Centre), strongly
believing it should have remained in the County
Town. He was an avid collector of Trowbridge
memorabilia, including a large postcard collection,
mostly of Trowbridge but also of those published by
the Trowbridge firm of R.Wilkinson and Co. These
have been donated to Trowbridge Museum and will
form a photographic archive for the future.
Phil grew up in Harford Street with his sister and his
parents Ronald and Eileen. From an early age he
followed in his father’s footsteps as a bellringer.
Bellringing was a passion, and he had rung the bells
in many churches in the area (particularly Holt) and

beyond, including in Australia where his name is
recorded as a visiting bellringer at several churches.
Phil had a strong affinity with Holt, his parents
having lived there - his father working in the leather
factory and his mother in the glove factory. Over
recent years Phil had been a carer for his disabled
sister until her death not long ago.
Over the years Phil accumulated a vast knowledge
on a wide range of subjects, which he was able to
draw on at quizzes. He was a regular at the village
quizzes in Holt, but when it was known how good he
was other participants held back until they knew
whether he was taking part! In the end he was
‘banned’ from participating and took on the role of
setting the questions, until he was also ‘banned’
from that because people couldn’t answer his
questions! However, he continued to help in other
roles such as scorer. In 2018 he was in the Friends
team that came second in the Mayor’s Quiz, and he
was a power to be reckoned with in the Museum’s
“Not in a Pub Quiz” at Leyckers.
On leaving school Phil became employed by the
Ministry of Defence, and for over 30 years he
worked in IT for the MoD in Bath. He enjoyed his
work and was respected by his colleagues, who
were represented at his funeral.
The funeral was held on November 10th, when the
high regard in which he was widely held is shown by
the fact that St. Katherine’s Church in Holt was full.
Rob Hillman
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Return of the Bear’s Theatre

The Teddy Bears Sewing Bee

Jill Hillman

The vintage bears have returned to the
Museum for another visit. They were
installed in the Friends cabinet on the
2nd floor on the 6th November and will
be on display until the 20th March 2022.
This year, the bears have been
exploring sewing, especially
embroidery. Although not experts, they
say it is a relaxing pastime and have
learnt a great deal. Two bears have
even been upcycling some old socks….

Alongside the bears cabinet there is a
slide show introducing the cast which
also demonstrates a bit about their
individual history.
Notebooks are also on display which
gives some information on the Bear
Works and the Bears Boutique. All
works and designs have been carefully
documented.

Notes
If you have an old teddy stuck on a shelf or in a cold damp loft, they are susceptible to damage from
moths which eat the mohair and leave them bald. The disc joints inside the early bears were often made
from card or thin wood which can warp when damp. The stuffings frequently made from wood or kapok
can disintegrate causing loose joints and the worst is foam pieces which I have found most damaging as
it turns black with a sticky residue. Ensure they are clean before storage and wrap in acid free paper and
use an archive box for protection.
Do you have any photographs of you as a child or stories about you and your bear? Put them in your
archive box or write to me and let me know.
Contact Jill Hillman 01225 781843 or email jill.hillman21@gmail.com
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Early Trowbridge Collections
Helen Montague-Smith
I have been researching the origins of Trowbridge
Museum and have found one or two pieces of early
information. Ken Rogers and Michael Lansdown
both wrote many articles about ‘early collections’,
notably the Garlick and Lansdown ones, but there
were more. Part of Ken’s archive, which was stored
in Frome, includes a large file entitled ‘Museum’
which contains news-clippings, photographs and
articles written by Ken and Michael and many other
useful documents which I have been working on. I
have now typed all this information into a file so
that it can be stored digitally. Original documents
worth keeping have gone into the Museum info file
in File II in the library. This article is a brief summary
of my findings.
The earliest article from the local paper is dated
1880 and is worth recording complete:
Town Council 29th May 1880
Proposed museum for Trowbridge. Letter from
George Fletcher Moore, 35 Church Street. Has
spoken to several gentlemen known for interest in
local matters and people who possess articles of
antiquarian and scientific value. Finds a general
feeling in favour of a museum and has received
offers, conditional on a suitable place of exhibition
and glazed showcases. Suggests taking a house
which will allow 3 or 4 good rooms being at once
placed ready for articles for show. ‘I propose to live
on the premises and act as custodian. Trustees,
patrons, treasurer, committee needed. I will do my
best to make the Trowbridge Museum a great
success’.
So there was a feeling that the town should have a
museum almost 100 years before it actually got
one! The following information appeared in the
Wiltshire Times:
August 16th 1890. Obituary of George Fletcher
Moore, who had committed suicide while on a visit
to his brother in Liverpool. The long obituary
mentioned his passion for genealogy etc. If he had
managed to set up and run a museum, it would
surely have been noted.
Garlick Collection
The contents of the Garlick Collection, given in 1932,
are well recorded on the whole, and really formed
the basis of the present Museum along with the

money left as a bequest to the TTC upon the death
of Herbert H Garlick in 1954. I added an Other
Number field to Modes records when I wrote the
book about this collection in 1999. I used HHG as
the prefix and then the number from the Garlick
List, which is a documented item. Further items
were given by Herbert Garlick in 1939 including a 6
foot by 2 foot showcase – which has never been
identified.
FROM THE WILTSHIRE TIMES November 5th 1932
Another typed manuscript which must have been
done by MJL. Referring to Council minutes.
GIFT OF PICTURES: ‘The Garlick Collection’ for the
Town Hall (at close of TUDC meeting) the chairman,
Mr Sidney Smith, announced that: Mr Herbert
Garlick was making an offer to the town of ……
‘a most valuable collection of pictures and prints
connected with the history of Trowbridge. The
collection was started by Mr Garlick’s father and
had been continuously added to by himself and his
brother (Frederick Perkins Garlick). A few important
items were added soon after this including the
Queen Caroline banner and other related relics.
However, the Foley collection appears to pre-date
the Garlick one:
November 1927 Trowbridge UDC, General
Purposes Committee.
A letter has been received from Mr T C Usher stating
that a number of watercolours and prints of
Trowbridge in former days, the property of the late
Mr J Howard Foley, had been purchased by means of
private subscription among a few people for the
town. Mr R H Foley had also made a present of
several similar pictures. The pictures had to be
cleaned and the frames re-gilded and on behalf of
the subscribers he offered them to the UDC and
suggested that a small committee of the council
meet 2 or 3 of the subscribers to discuss the
question of hanging the pictures in the Town Hall.
The chairman (Mr F H Blair) said these pictures
would be a very great acquisition to the Town Hall
and offered thanks to Usher and those others with
him also to Mr R H Foley. Mr H H Dyer seconded and
a vote of thanks was passed. The Town Hall
sub-committee was appointed to confer with the
subscribers as to the hanging of the pictures.
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Early Trowbridge Collections
rd

December 3 . Not done
December 10th. The collection of prints and pictures
of old Trowbridge, collected by the generosity of a
number of local gentlemen and augmented by Mr R H
Foley of Lacock, has been hung in the Council
Chamber at the Town Hall.
I have always known about this collection and
wondered what it consisted of. While I was working
with the collections, I hoped to find a hand list of
these items but never did. I have been recently on
the trail of any early Foley items but have to report
that these may never be identified. There are two
early lists of the collection:
1973, (TRWBM 1999.7.1) List from TROWBRIDGE
URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL; Catalogue of pictures,
posters, documents and items of historical interest –
relating to Trowbridge. I did make a start to try and
identify these items in relation to the 1976 list and
have recently completed this task. I added into a few
of the Modes records a TUDC number and I am
continuing with this task during my time in the
library, with Nikki’s approval.
1976, (TRWBM 1996.61) List, handwritten and of
unknown origin but possibly by Mr Burrows which
Martin Norgate used in 1978 as the basis for his
documenting on Modes.
I don’t know who Mr Burrows was but his list was
very useful. His numbering is the same as Modes so
TRWBM 1978.1 is the first object on the 1976 list
EXHIBITION of Pictures, Posters, Documents and
Items of Historical Interest relating to OLD
TROWBRIDGE September 1951
This catalogue, price sixpence, gives a very useful list
of items on display in the Town Hall.
The following information must have come from
Michael Lansdown: The clerk to the council, Mr Ieuan
Evans, labelled and numbered the items as ‘Garlick
Collection’ or ‘Lansdown Collection’ and produced a
printed list of the items on view. Does a copy of this
survive? Perhaps in the hands of his daughter, who
lives in Wick, Caithness. Her married name?
Did Michael never follow up on this? – not that we
know of.
Several of these printed Exhibition programmes still
exist and one is documented in the museum
collection. Printed on gold paper, the sub-title is
Pictures, Posters, Documents and Items of
Historical interest relating to OLD TROWBRIDGE. The

exhibition ran from September 22nd to 29th 1951 in
the Town Hall. As well as items from the two main
TUDC collections, other exhibits were on loan from
the Trowbridge Council of Churches, The County
Council and Nelson Haden Engineering. No.101
onwards, on the list of items – the last – reads
“Sundry Posters and other exhibits”. This is not
helpful.
However, the list of Exhibits from the Churches
could be useful. This includes a 16th century alms
dish; communion cup; silver wine flagon and a silver
baptismal bowl from Old Presbyterian Chapel. And,
Crabbe’s Armchair. These caught my eye in relation
to items which were recently offered to the
museum from the United Church. These objects had
probably been taken in by the United Church,
formerly known as the Tabernacle when the
Manvers Street Methodist Chapel was closed. The
current items are a pewter dish, a pewter
communion cup, a Sheffield Plate wine flagon and
communion cup.
Also in this list is a 17th century clock which might be
the one in the museum which came originally from
the Silver Street Chapel, via Manvers Street and the
Tabernacle.
So, we have 3 lists of early items in the Trowbridge
Museum Collection if we include the 1951 List of
items on display as above. (1973, 1976 and 1951). It
can be deduced from these lists that anything given
after 1951 was not part of the early collections.
The third list of objects was used by Martin Norgate
in 1978 when he began to put the collection onto
Modes. He told me that he had used the 1976 list,
which, in his writing at the top of the first page, says
that the red notes on the lists were added by Mr
Burrows and relate to the 1973 list. The order of
objects is completely different in the second list. I
had made a start at reconciling the two main lists
many years ago and have just finished doing what I
can. Some items are too simply described to be
identified easily, ie ‘Trowbridge Castle’ or ‘Parish
Church from the N. E.’ when there are many
versions.
My object in trying to do this was to see if there was
any way to identify the early collections in the
museum, particularly the Lansdown and Foley
donations. I think that this will never be achieved
even though a few of the larger framed pictures in
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Early Trowbridge Collections
the collection have small numbered stickers on the
back which might possibly be Lansdown items but
could also just be numbers from an auction. The
Garlick objects are listed randomly in all the hand
lists and even removing them would not leave a
helpful group which could be identified as Lansdown
or Foley. I am adding to the TUDC numbers into
Modes – there are some there already as are the
HHG numbers.
MJL wrote a Replacement for the Final Section [of
an earlier report] about the Lansdown Collection
A further substantial acquisition came in October
1942 through a bequest in the will of Mrs Bessie
Lansdown, (nee Feltham), widow of George
Lansdown, 1852-1932, editor of the Wiltshire Times
from 1893 until his death. Mrs Lansdown left his
collection of over 40 pictures and prints connected
with the history of Trowbridge to the UDC for safe
keeping, and also his collection of 20 truncheons or
staves as carried by the old Parish Constables or
watchmen.
At the UDC meeting when this was announced, Mr
Perkins Garlick, vice-chairman presiding in the
absence of the chairman, (Mr A Batley), said they
would all hope that at some future time a suitable
building might be provided, where these and other

historical items of like value could be displayed
effectively.
Mr Sidney Smith, (George Lansdown’s brother-in-law)
said Mr Lansdown’s idea was for the town to have a
public library with reading room and another room
which would be termed a museum in which the
collections could be displayed. His own idea was that
Arlington House on the Parade (at that time still
owned by Wiltshire County Council) would be the ideal
place, if the UDC ever had the opportunity of acquiring
it. He added that there were Trowbridge curios at
Seend, which perhaps the Usher family would be
willing to add to the collection if and when proper
accommodation could be provided.
It was agreed that the items be accepted and stored in
the Town Hall for the time being.
It was also announced that the outgoing Rector of
Trowbridge (Canon Nisbet Wallace) had presented a
photograph of a portrait of Matthew Hutton, Rector
1726-30, later Archbishop of Canterbury.
WT January 22nd 1916
UDC discussion re old town records – following a
request from the Royal Commission [on Historic MSS] –
used to be kept in the late Mr Frame’s office near the
Co-op bakery - in the safe.
This may account for the lack of complete records!

Nineteenth Century Photographers in Trowbridge
Rob Hillman
I recently began a long-planned project to identify
photographers who were active in Trowbridge
before 1900. I had anticipated that I could include
a completed article in this issue of The Muse, but
time, space, and circumstances have precluded
this. This short article therefore very much
represents ‘work in progress’.
The starting point was a document produced by
Wiltshire County Council in 1982 entitled
“Photographers in Wiltshire” by Martin Norgate,
published as “Wiltshire Monograph No. 5”. It soon
became evident that, although this represented
knowledge at that time, for Trowbridge at least it
did not give the full picture. Trawling through local
newspapers and directories has identified several
additional photographers, some of whom were
only active for a short time. Those who were in
business over a longer period include Dyer,

Nightingale, Wilkinson, and the Houlton brothers.
One or two were involved in scandals, leading to
one (Albert Mouland) needing to swiftly emigrate
to Australia.
Many of the photographers so far Identified
worked from two locations - 7/7a The Parade (Fore
Street), and at Hill’s Lawn in Silver Street.
Wilkinson, however, was in business in Church
Street for many years before moving to the
Market Place, and Dyer was always in business in
the Market Place. Some studios may not have
been permanent – an 1878 advert by jeweller and
clock maker George Fear states that he had
“erected a photographic studio for the execution
of high class portraiture”. The majority of the
photographers specialised in portrait photography,
taking pictures of local people in the days when
they did not have the means to take their own
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Nineteenth Century Photographers in Trowbridge
photographs. They were mainly sold as cartes-devisite measuring 2½ inches by 4 inches, but
sometimes the more expensive cabinet size of 4¼
inches by 6½. In 1878 cartes-de-visite would cost 6
shillings to 10s 6d per dozen [£19.90-£34.75
today], cabinet size were 3s 6d each [£11.60 today], and “life -size” (probably the equivalent of A3
size) were £1 15s [£115.80 today]. Some

photographers also took pictures of local
landscapes and buildings and some such as
Culverhouse, Wilkinson, and Houlton Bros. took
photographs for local newspapers.
A brief summary of the stage I have reached is
given below, and some examples of Trowbridge
cartes-de-visite are shown on the back page. More
details will be given in future editions of The Muse.

John Bell (1850-1914) was a Frome photographer who had a branch in Trowbridge in 1880-1881.
William Cox worked at Hill’s Lawn in Silver Street in 1877-1878 before moving to Chatteris in
Cambridgeshire where he was convicted of assaulting his landlord, a Zion Chapel pastor, with a chopper.
John William Culverhouse (1867-1940) worked at 7a The Parade between 1884 and 1907, and also had a
branch in Melksham. He moved to Bristol in 1907 and his premises were taken over by The Fine Art
Photographic Co. of Bradford on Avon.
Frederick William Dyer (1835-1917) assisted in his father’s chemist’s shop in the Market Place, and
started producing photographs there in about 1863. He later took over the his father’s business.
George Fear (1850-1931) was a jeweller, clock maker, and optician at 36 Fore Street for a short time in
the late 1870s/early 1880s., but previously and afterwards he worked in Bristol. In 1878 he erected a
studio “for the execution of high-class portraiture” at his premises as a side-line.
William Griffith Honey (1851-1922) was a Devizes photographer who had a branch in Trowbridge. He
later moved to Bath, and then to Cork in Ireland following his second marriage in 1896.
William and Samuel Houlton (1868-1940) and (1875-1941) started their business at 1 Park Street before
moving to 11 Fore Street. After their deaths the business was continued by family members.
Daniel Josty (1835-1891)was a Swiss photographer who had a business in Bristol from c1870-1885 and
thenceforth in Cardiff. He had a branch studio at Hill’s Lawn, Silver Street in 1876-1877.
Horation Nelson King (1828-1905) was a Trowbridge-born (baptised at Silver Street Chapel) photographer,
who had a studio in Bath in the 1860s/1870s before moving to London where he became nationally known as a
stereoscopic photographer as well as for landscape and portraiture. He introduced photography to the railway
companies as an advertising medium. In 1897 he was appointed architectural photographer to Queen Victoria.
George Mitchell was in business at the Lawn Studio in Silver Street from 1878 to 1880.
Albert Henry Mouland (1864-1923) was set up in business by his father in 1881, but in 1884 an application was
made against him under the Bastardy Act, which led to his friends being accused of perjury in supporting him.
Albert then disappeared, having decamped to Australia where he continued in business as a photographer.
William Brookman Nightingale (1830-1900) was born in Trowbridge and began his photographic business in The
Parade in 1855. In 1861 he took photographs at Rode Hill House following the murder, and sold copies. His other
job was as actuary to the Trowbridge Savings Bank. He had emigrated to New York by 1885, continuing his
photographic business in Brooklyn, New York.
Oliver Frank Richman (1861-1904) was a watchmaker and jeweller at 54 Mortimer Street, with a temporary
side-line in photography.
Henry J. Taphouse (1839-1892) worked at The Oxford Studio in Silver Street from about 1875. Originating from
Hampshire, he spent most of his life in Oxford. In 1871 he was a photographer at Barrow-in-Furness. His studio in
Trowbridge must have been short-lived as he had returned to Oxford by 1881. In 1875 he photographed Haden’s
Arch during the Trowbridge Flower Show.
Richard Wilkinson (1837-1901) began in business in 1862 at 33 Church Street, before moving tp 57 Fore Street
and then 63a Fore Street. The business was continued by his son Stanley, who died unmarried in 1939. After
Richard’s death the company became well-known as a publisher of postcards of towns and villages throughout
Wiltshire and beyond.
Benjamin Woodward (1810-1879) was a photographer at premises in Church Street in the 1860s and 1870s. He
had been convicted of larceny in 1826 and transported to Australia for seven years. In 1861 he was described as a
“photographist” and in 1871 as a “photographic artist”.
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Kevin’s Photo Gallery

Volunteer’s party in the Sensory Garden in August

The Friends’ AGM in the museum in July

The Apple Festival in Emmanuel Church in
October, with the mayor, Councillor Denise Bates.

Everyone enjoyed the Christmas Party in
the museum on December 3rd.
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Kevin’s Photo Gallery

David with some of the ephemera for Community
Memory Day in July
Young participants in the Museum
Blooms workshop in August.
Display by Jill Hillman for the Comeback Kids
exhibition on the museum’s second floor.

Lovely collages and their makers at a workshop in
August.

David shows how to do it at the workshop on
T-shirt dyes (above) and Greek olive wreaths in
August (right).
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The de Bohun Dynasty
Andy Milroy

The de Bohuns are well known locally for their
development of Trowbridge, but what is perhaps
not so widely appreciated is just how profoundly
they influenced the exercise of royal power, initially
through their strong links with William the
Conquerer and the royal House of Normandy, and
then their uneasy relationship with the Plantagenets
who succeeded the Normans.
However, the growth of their power came not from
their military prowess but from their highly
successful strategy of marrying rich heiresses, thus
gaining both lands and important family
connections.
Such women were not passive, Margaret of
Hereford for example, was responsible for enabling
the de Bohuns to move from a family of local and
county influence, to a regional force, even a
national power. This wealth and power was later
used to hold the Plantagenet kings to account, even
when married to the King’s daughter!
The Bohun Marriage Strategy
The strategy of marrying rich heiresses started the
whole de Bohun saga. A Normandy noble, Richard
de Meri, married a de Bohun heiress, Lucy, who
took her name from the Normandy lands of St
Georges and St Andre de Bohun. Their son, later
known as Humphrey the Old de Bohun, or
Humphrey with a Beard de Bohun, was to help

found the family’s fortune, travelling with his
reputed kinsman William, Duke of Normandy, to the
Battle of Hastings, at the age of over 60.
Henry de Bohun
In 2015 Trowbridge celebrated the 800th
Anniversary of Magna Carta, seen by many as the
foundation of our democracy. It was of particular
significance to the town, for Trowbridge was a
Magna Carta Baron Town, the former headquarters
(or caput) of one of the 25 Magna Carta Barons.
The story of Henry de Bohun and his development
of Trowbridge with the Market Charter and market
stalls on burgage plots is well known. The fact he
was one of the major Magna Carta Barons, elected
to enforce the Charter is famous.
He continued his steadfast support for Magna Carta
even after the death of the perfidious King John, but
after the loss at the Battle of Lincoln, he was forced
to go on pilgrimage to the Holy Land, where he died
in 1220. Probably his heart was preserved and
brought back to England, and placed in a heart
burial at the longtime de Bohun family tombs at
Llanthony Secunda Priory in Gloucester.
The Loss of Trowbridge Castle
His son, who had inherited the castle of Plessey in
Essex from his mother, resolved the long running
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The de Bohun Dynasty
legal dispute with the Longespee family of
Salisbury, and the Trowbridge Honour was
divided between the de Bohuns and the
Longespees. Humphrey IV de Bohun still owned
extensive lands in Wiltshire and Gloucestershire,
but his main interest was now on Essex.
Trowbridge Castle passed into the hands of the
Longspees, but I suspect its strategic value had
disappeared with the loss of Normandy. The
main port from Normandy had been Wareham in
Dorset, and Trowbridge Castle had been well
placed to block French incursions via Wareham.
This may well be why it was subsequently
neglected and not seriously maintained from
then on.
Holding Plantagenet Kings to account
Over the following century the de Bohuns and
others repeatedly held the devious Plantagenets
to account, to ensure their commitment to the
rule of law and to Magna Carta.

Bolingbroke, the two halves of the Honour of
Trowbridge were re-united once more!
Henry Bolingbroke fell out with his cousin, the
young king Richard II, son of Edward the Black
Prince who had died when Edward III was still
alive. When John of Gaunt subsequently died,
Richard II banished Henry Bolingbroke and
refused to allow him to inherit his father’s lands.
Bolingbroke, a noted soldier, invaded England
with an army, and eventually captured Richard II.
Originally claiming his only aim was to regain his
family lands, he soon brought his descent from
Edward III into play and seized the throne as
Henry IV.
Trowbridge became a crown property and
remained so until 1536, when Henry VIII gave it
to his brother-in-law Edward Seymour and his
wife Anne Stanhope. The nobles have long
memories. Anne Stanhope was directly
descended from Eleanor de Bohun.

Humphrey V de Bohun died fighting at the side
of Simon de Montfort, one of the founders of the
English Parliament, but it did not stop Humphrey
VII, marrying the daughter of Edward I.
He ended up fighting his brother-in-law, Edward
II, who began to act despotically. He was killed
but one of his sons, William, became a close ally
of Edward III; a knight of the Garter; and Earl of
Northampton, as well as taking on the traditional
de Bohun role of Constable of England.
How Trowbridge became a crown possession
His son Humphrey IX, succeeded to the Earldoms
of Hereford, of Essex and of Northampton but
the male line was weakening. He died aged 31
with two young daughters. These rich heiresses
were swiftly taken as wives by the sons of
Edward III. Thomas of Woodstock married
Eleanor and John of Gaunt gave the younger,
Mary, as the wife of his young son, Henry
Bolingbroke.
John of Gaunt himself had married Blanche of
Lancaster, another rich heiress, who brought
with her the lands formerly held by the
Longespees of Salisbury, including half of the
original Honour of Trowbridge. With the
marriage of Mary de Bohun to Henry

Tomb of Joanna de Bohun (d1337), Countess of
Hereford in the Lady Chapel at Hereford Cathedral.
The effects of Magna Carta on the King’s
Finances
To backtrack a little, Magna Carta had had an
impact of the King’s ability to extract taxes from
his nobles. From at least the reign of Edward I
the English monarchs became involved in trying
to manipulate the lucrative wool trade with
Flanders. The manipulation became so intrusive
by Edward III that he was known as a
woolmonger.
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In an attempt to avoid this interference, Flanders
merchants turned to buying West of England
undyed white cloth instead. From this developed
the strong Wiltshire woollen industry, with
Trowbridge a long term beneficiary.
What happened to Henry de Bohun’s tomb
But what had happened to Henry in the de
Bohun Mausoleum in the Priory of Llanthony
Secunda in Gloucester? The Dissolution of the
monasteries in the 1530s meant the Priory was
partially destroyed. The unprotected tombs of
the de Bohuns were rifled and broken up by
thieves seeking jewellery and relics.
A century later in the Civil War of the 1640s
another would-be despot, Charles I, sought to
subdue the Parliamentary stronghold of
Gloucester. Its strong resistance prompted the
king to send for the largest guns from the Low
Countries. A massive cannon was brought to
Gloucester and dragged to the former Llanthony
Secunda site, and placed on what remained of its
walls. The tomb of Henry de Bohun was being
used by another royal despot to attack those
opposing him. The great gun was packed with
powder and then shot to rain destruction on the
Parliamentary rebels. The massive gun exploded.
Gloucester was never captured by the royalists,
but the tombs of the de Bohuns were reduced to
rubble. One commentator said the bones of the
de Bohuns had been scattered to the skies.
Books and Images
The political interests of the de Bohuns have
been recounted, but several of the later Bohuns

Margaret de Bohun, Countess of Devon.
Detail from her effigy which lies next to that
of her husband on a chest tomb in the south
transept of Exeter Cathedral ‘
were cultured patrons of the arts who collected
books. The 4th Earl of Hereford employed his
personal illuminator, John de Teye, to enhance
the Bohun Psalter and Hours. This beautiful book
of devotion, one of twelve manuscripts, including
seven psalters have been identified as coming
from de Bohun patronage. Described as one of
the finest examples of English illuminated
manuscripts of the 14th century. Distinguished
international art historian Professor Lucy
Freeman Sandler has made a full historical
analysis of the Bohuns psalters and their
production. The in-house scribes and artists
employed were based in the Bohun castle of
Pleshey in Essex. They were Augustinian friars,
combining “the literacy of the cleric with the
artistic skill of the craftsman”. Unusually the
identities of these men are known.
The psalters are “the most important evidence of
illuminated manuscript production of the English
Middle Ages. In no other case is a documentary
record supported by so many surviving artefacts
and few books can compare with those of the
Bohuns for artistic accomplishment.”
Both the Bohun heiresses, Eleanor and Mary
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commissioned their own psalters, Mary’s to
celebrate her marriage to Henry Bolingbroke.
Their eldest surviving son would become Henry
V. Their fourth son, Humphrey, named after his
grandfather, became Humphrey, Duke of
Gloucester. Like his de Bohun predecessors, he
was a great book collector, and his collection was
eventually bequeathed to Oxford University. The
collection was remarkable for its size, some 281
books. The University had previously owned just
20 books! The Duke Humfrey Library is now part
of the Bodleian Library in Oxford.
Descendants of Eleanor de Bohun included the
important Seymour family, lords of the manor of
Trowbridge for centuries. One of that family was
James Smithson, who donated $500,000 to
found the Smithsonian Museum in America
(worth over $14 million today). The Smithsonian
Museum has 19 separate Museums under its
umbrella, including the National Air and Space
Museum, the most visited museum in the world,
which houses the original Wright Brothers
aircraft.
It was not just richly decorated books that
attracted the de Bohuns. Their distinctive blue
and gold coat of arms is the first such emblem
known, appearing on a Henry de Bohun charter
of 1200 ( dealing with a land holding in
Gloucestershire.) That coat of arms was the only
known one to flutter on the field of Runnymede
when Magna Carta was agreed between King
John and the angry Barons.
The de Bohun coat of arms appears on their
tombs; on what remains of Llanthony Secunda
Priory; and on personal objects which have

Part of the Gatehouse at Llanthony Secunda

survived. In 2014 a sword with the de Bohun
coat of arms appeared for auction at Christies
with a guide price of between £80,000 and
£120,000. When it did not reach its reserve, it
was withdrawn. The owner is unknown.
The coat of arms also appears on small horse
harness decorations that are discovered by metal
detectorists - there is one at Devizes Museum.
These appear quite commonly. It also figures on
the de Bohun seals used to impress on wax to
seal documents. The variation in the seals over
the centuries inspired Professor Nicholas
Vincent, a noted Magna Carta scholar, to write
an article on the different seals.
The Legacy
The legacy of the de Bohun family is diverse. In
several ways one de Bohun, Henry, is central.
From our point of view, his role in developing
Trowbridge was crucial. The Market Charter,
laying out the retail burgage plots, gave the early
community a bigger boost than any other Magna
Carta Baron did. (London and Leicester were
already well established, of course, by the 13th
century.) Aside from the two cities mentioned,
Trowbridge is now by far the biggest Magna
Carta town.
The legacy of the de Bohuns is stamped on the
Old Town of Trowbridge. The Shires is located on
the Castle site, with a similar footprint. Fore
Street winds around the front of the Castle. The
Market Place is largely delineated by the burgage
plots laid out by Henry de Bohun’s officials, and
by St James’ Church built by him.
Magna Carta in all its different reiterations was a
potent legacy, as the de Bohuns kept holding the
wily Plantagenets to its restrictions on royal
power. In the seventeenth century, lawyer
Edward Coke championed Magna Carta, which
had by then become a potent myth of liberty and
freedom. American President Thomas Jefferson
was to frequently reference the Charter, and it
became a powerful force in the former colonies.
The Houses of Parliament
When the Houses of Parliament required
rebuilding after the great fire of 1834, it was
decided that some of the enforcer Magna Carta
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Barons should be sculpted and placed between
the windows of the re-built House of Lords. A
new process was used, using plaster originals,
coated in a graphite paint, and the electrolytic
deposition of zinc to create a shell of metal from
which statues were created. We have the
original plaster statue of Henry de Bohun in the
lower floor of our museum.

It is appropriate that a de Bohun appears in the
House of Lords. In the struggle with the
Plantagenets, Parliament was formed and grew;
one of the Humphrey de Bohuns fought
alongside Simon de Montfort in this fledgling
struggle.
To return to a more concrete legacy. Trowbridge
Castle was gradually demolished and recycled,
but there remains its twin, Caldicot Castle in
Monmouthshire, South Wales. It was built by
the son of Humphrey I de Bohun, the builder of
Trowbridge Castle, Humphrey II de Bohun,
sometime probably after 1130. It looks to be the
mirror image of the Trowbridge Castle.
Sympathetically reconstructed in the late
nineteenth century, Caldicot Castle already
included a later tower by Eleanor de Bohun and
her husband, Thomas of Woodstock. it has many
references to the de Bohuns, and is well worth a
visit.

Caldicot Castle

The Bohun Psalters are now the subjects of
academic study, made all the more important by
the accessible documentation of this remarkable
family. Unusually we know who were the scribes
and who were the illuminators of these beautiful
devotional works.
The de Bohuns’ often elaborated tombs,
complete with effigies, show their love of
display. The huge carved gravestone in
Trowbridge Museum is close to seven feet long who could it be but Humphrey I de Bohun?
Their later attachment to the myth of the Swan
Knight, with claimed descent, also appears
complete with chain around the neck.
The de Bohuns had a profound impact on
Medieval England nationally. They shaped
Medieval Trowbridge. They deserve to be
celebrated.
Footnote
In 2022 Boroughbridge in Yorkshire are
celebrating the 700th Anniversary of the Battle
of Boroughbridge, where Humphrey VII de
Bohun was killed fighting Edward II. Robin de
Bohun Devereaux, 19th Viscount Hereford, has
been invited to attend, and a de Bohun Trail
around the town is being planned.
Those de Bohuns get everywhere!
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The Limes
Helen Montague-Smith
This article is about two other small buildings in
Silver Street as well as the site of The Limes.
Silver Street takes up three whole files of images
and text of research from Ken Rogers. I am
working on these files at the moment – before
they eventually go the Wiltshire History Centre.
Notable buildings still in use include the Market
Hall and Town Hall and they are now in Market
Street. Silver Street ran from the junction with
Church Street, formerly Back Street, to a building
set at right angles to the road near the present
junction with Castle Street.
Map images: with The Limes, 1886 (below) and
1901 (next page). [Ken’s files, 27 and 287]
As can be seen from the earlier map, Silver
Street was almost a dead end – there was a
pathway through to Castle Street. I was
interested in the small building which stood at
right angles to Silver Street. In a photograph
from about 1889 (page 21), it was occupied by
George Snailum, the auctioneer who is leaning in

the doorway of his office. [49; 48] It is decorated
for some special occasion, possibly for the
opening of the nearby Town Hall. In a letter
dated 1865, written from the Court Hall, to
introduce himself, George says he is an
Auctioneer, Land Surveyor, Valuer, Accountant,
House, Land, Insurance and General Business
Agent – so a man of many parts. He later,
certainly by 1874, moved to this small building
which is named as the Market House. To the left
in this photograph, can be seen the edge of the
new Market Hall and the end wall and chimneys
of what we now know as Sylvester and Mackett’s
at the top of Castle Street. To the right in the
background is the building facing this in Castle
Street. A boundary wall, just visible to the right
of Snailum’s office, features in many later images
of the Market Hall. [32, 39]. It is very clear in this
photo which shows it at right angles to Market
Street. Later postcards, the coloured one dated
1914 shows it still as a road block, [41] shows an
interesting addition to this wall – a toilet block!

1886 map showing
The Limes
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Market Street was created in the 1890s when
the Snailum office was demolished along with
other buildings behind it and the foundry on the
other side of the footpath where the Victoria
Institute was to be built on the corner of Castle
Street.
The small house between The Limes and the
Market Hall was formerly no. 3 Silver Street.
This building can be seen on the left of the
Market Hall in this engraving. [31] It looks quite
small but in the photograph it is obviously bigger
and has a small front garden with railings around
it. [32] The group of people are celebrating water
coming to the town – hence the rather blurred
image. [56, 57,58] The Limes, as the post office,
is behind them. In 1872, Miss E. Blake ran a
millinery shop from this house. According to her
billhead, she made straw bonnets, cleaned and
altered furs and carried a select stock of artificial
flowers and feathers. In 1887, the photograph of
the laying of the foundation stone for the Town
Hall, shows the huge crowd of onlookers who are
packed into the space where this building has
been demolished. [59A] The Limes is still there

but not for much longer as that was also
demolished to make way for the new Town Hall.
[33]
Hall’s Place, later The Limes
This site was known in the 1480s as Hall’s Place,
and was held by Thomas Halle, gentleman, of
Trowbridge, who died in 1487. His widow, Agnes,
nee Gore, then married John Nicholas of
Roundway and after her death in 1513, her son
John Hall inherited the title to her property
which also included land in the surrounding area,
ie in Steeple Ashton, Littleton and Paxcroft. John
Hall married Edith, daughter of William Reynolds
of Trowbridge, merchant and they had children
who carried on the Hall name. Dorothy Hall, then
known in 1562 as Dorothy Wilson was involved
in a lawsuit about the ownership of land which
included not only Hall’s Place but also The
George in Trowbridge which had been sold
during her ‘disreputable past’. In 1561, her
(fourth or fifth) husband, Egyon Wilson tried to
assert her rights to these properties.
By 1552, Alexander Langford held property
formerly belonging to the Halls, notably The

1901 map showing
The Town Hall
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George Inn. He was a wealthy Trowbridge clothier
who was living in the house in Wicker Hill formerly
known as the Crowing Cock. Egyon Wilson had
persuaded the Under Sherriff that he was the owner
of his wife’s properties by virtue of the Queen’s
writ. Langford said ‘Mr Sherriff, this house is mine,
and except that I see you have good authority, you
shall give no possession here, and therefore if you
have any writ to give any such possession, I pray you
let me see it’. Being in Latin and law hand, this
would have been difficult to read but the Sherriff
would not let Langford see it. These two men then
went into the George and drank wine and the case
ended up before the Star Chamber. The properties
remained in the possession of Langford.
The Brewer family were living in Hall’s Place by the
time of the Restoration. Aubrey described Brewer as
the greatest clothier in England. In 1715, after the
death of William Brewer, his widow and her son
William were selling a ‘mansion house, now
occupied by John Napper, clothier, recently called
Hall’s Place, with barns, stables, orchards and a
close behind’.
From the Salisbury Journal on 2nd November 1812,
there is the following advertisement:
“A desirable residence and clothiers’ workshops in
the flourishing town of Trowbridge. To be let for a
term of years, a capital messuage with
outhouses and pleasure and kitchen gardens
adjoining and an extensive range of clothiers

workshops; these premises are suitable for the
residence of a respectable family, being very roomy,
pleasantly situated and comprising a large airy
dwelling house, five stall-stable, double coach house
and gardens. The workshops are an extensive range
of buildings, three stories high, and the premises,
being plentifully supplied with water, may be easily
converted to receive machinery worked by steam’.
[Trowbridge Museum images: TRWBM.1978.14,
drawing from King’s Quarterly; TRWBM.1978.115;
TRWBM.1978.117 – watercolours of the back.
TRWBM.1978.51, photo of the front]
William Stancomb, a clothier, rented this messuage
and then bought the deeds to the property and not
only lived in the house, but carried on his business
from the workshops behind the main building. He
married Margaret, sister of Samuel Salter who would
build up one of the biggest businesses in Trowbridge.
Mr William Burton Dicks was appointed as
Trowbridge’s first full time postmaster in 1857 when
the post office was moved into Fernleigh House in
Back Street. It remained there until 1870 when it
was moved into The Limes in Silver Street, formerly
the home of William Stancomb and his family. The
house remained in use as a post office until 1883
[TWBM.1978.51] when Mr Dicks resigned. By 1887,
it was to be the site of the new Town Hall and so was
demolished. The Limes/Town Hall garden is now
known as the Sensory Garden and the land beyond it
became the Park.
h

The Post Office at The Limes.
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A crowd outside The Limes
and 3 Silver Street celebrating
water coming to the town in
1874.

Crowds in Silver Street for the
laying of the foundation stone
of the Town Hall in on Jubilee
Day, Tuesday 21st June 1887.

Silver Street, showing the front
garden and frontage of The Limes.
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Engraving of the Market Hall, showing The
Limes and 3 Silver Street.

Market House in about 1889, with George
Snailum in the doorway,.

Market Hall and Town Hall after the widening of
Market Street.

Early 1900s postcard of Market Street.

Watercolour showing the garden of The Limes in the 1830s
(TWBM.1978.114-1)
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News from the Museum (1) Nikki Ritson

Why we can’t say yes to it all.
Ask any museum professional their favourite
object, and each will say something different.
Normally something obscure, not often on display,
that rouses no excitement in the other staff (or
visitors). But what makes an object valuable to a
museum? Of course a perfect gold coin or a jewel
encrusted necklace would be lovely, however
monetary valuable has no place in a museum. We,
and all other accredited museums, must follow our
collection policy. The more concise and specific this
policy is, the easier it makes building and caring for
a collection.
For example, our collection policy outlines two
main criteria to help us collect objects. The first is
that an object must have ‘a clear Trowbridge
connection, which tells a story of our town and
surrounding villages’. Just because a mug has
Trowbridge printed on the front is now not likely to
be enough to join the boxes of other Trowbridge
memorabilia we have in our store. However, the
same mug but used in Salters mill, (bonus points if
it’s accompanied by a photograph), may be lapped
up and find itself on our accessioning trolley. Our
second criterion is ‘a connection to the West of
England woollen cloth trade’. We have boxes and
boxes of fine cloth samples, but few garments and
we are always on the lookout for photographs,
stories and objects which cement what we already
know – that Trowbridge was once producing some
of the world’s finest woollen cloth.
We frequently get offers of objects, many of which
we cannot accept, and that is difficult. As a
museum our team all love history. We all know the
importance of conserving objects and collecting
them for the future, but if we did that with
everything that is offered, we’d soon run out of
space again. We’ve welcomed over 150 items into
our collection in 2021 alone, and we were closed
half of the year! We also understand the
connection and attachment people make with
objects, and that the museum not being able to
accept it can be upsetting, but that should not take
away the importance of that object to the owner.
Although the acceptance of objects technically falls
to the collection officer, we also have regular catch
ups to discuss possible new acquisitions, to which

members of the Friends, volunteers and councillors
are invited. This ensures that everything we collect
fits into our policy, and therefore our story, and
that nothing slips through the net!
If you have something that you may want to offer
to the museum, we are always glad to hear from
you. Before bringing any object in, please contact
us on nikki.ritson@trowbridge.gov.uk; pop in to fill
out a form; or call on 01225 751339. This way we
can get information about your object and saves
you having to lug it in and home again.
However, here are a few donations that have
recently been accepted and added to our fantastic
collection.

Cushions sewn by German prisoners of war during

An amusing list of
UDC Tolls 1921

A painting on silk
of May Wilkins of
Hilperton
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News from the Museum (2)

Hannah Lyddy

Hannah Randall-Morris and Kathy Davis have now begun their Museum Assistant roles with us. They are
proving a great support already and we are thrilled to have them join us.
Our volunteers and Friends Christmas party took place on 3 rd December. We all enjoyed drinks and a
buffet and the return of David’s famous Christmas quiz.
Now that we have re-opened we have rekindled our partnership with Advanced Studies England, a Bath
organisation that places Interns from Colleges across the United States at Museums and cultural
institutions in Wiltshire and Somerset. We have previously hosted two interns and have now been
selected to host a student from Oberlin College in Ohio who will start her placement with us in February
2022.
Following the successful Area Board application we have started spending the grant funding. The bulk of
the grant has gone on audio-visual equipment for the Learning Hub including a large 86” HD TV for viewing
films and presenting during talks, and a mobile interactive touchscreen to support school (and other
workshop) delivery. These have only been installed a couple of weeks but have already been used on
numerous occasions and they are already proving their worth. The funding also paid for blinds in the
Learning Hub in order to reduce the glare from the sun and help stop the room overheating.
We have begun work in earnest on our new 5 year Forward Plan which will go to Committee at the March
meeting for ratification.

Due to our closure and having to put collecting partially on hold, lots of donations have been made and
collected by the museum since reopening. This caused a bit of a backlog in accessioning. The backlog is
almost fully worked through; the next step is to put the new objects onto our database. At our last
Committee meeting our Collections Development Policy was approved.
Local resident Pete Brook is currently uploading images from our photographic collection to ‘Historic
Trowbridge’ on Facebook (crediting the Museum). They have been garnering a lot of interest, and helps
make our collection more accessible to the public.
Our ‘The Comeback Kids’ exhibition highlights later life and how fulfilling it can be. It is supported by
artwork, collections and poetry created by those in retirement alongside signed original prints by Sir
Quentin Blake. The exhibition runs until 26th March 2022.

‘Snapshot’ (a photography exhibition) and WEFT (West of England Festival of Textiles) will be our main
temporary exhibitions for 2022.
We are now operating a full Learning and Outreach Service with schools visiting, holiday workshops for
children and families taking place and lots of lifelong learning sessions planned.
Not In A Pub Quiz is continuing each month but will probably end with this December’s Christmas quiz.
A decision is still to be taken on whether it will resume in 2022 at Leykers.
David spent some time with famous author Ken Follett who was keen to discover exactly how the Spinning
Jenny worked, as he is researching and writing a new book that is based on the C18th woollen industry in
Wiltshire. Mr Follett spent a couple of hours viewing and discussing the Jenny and other woollen machines
and went away with a better understanding of how the technology worked. He made a very generous
donation on leaving and also sent signed copies of his book to Hannah and David as a thank you.
The FOTM have been discussing ideas to develop an area on the upper gallery. This will become our
‘Community and Friends’ area and will have a comfy sofa, cloth banners and a ‘quiet’ area for anyone who
feels they need a moment of pause.
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Cartes-de-visites by Trowbridge Photographers
F.W. Dyer

Houlton Bros.

R. Wilkinson

A.H. Mouland

J.W. Culverhouse

William G. Honey

W.B. Nightingale

