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The Friends of The Trowbridge Museum
From the Editors
Producing the Muse continues to be difficult
during the pandemic, and now we have had
Lockdown 2 and are now are in Tier 2. No
sooner had the Wiltshire History Centre
re-opened and it had to close - not to mention
all the pubs, restaurants, cinemas, etc.
We have managed to put this issue together with
the help of our contributors, although some
items continue to be postponed further pending
the re-opening of libraries, the museum and the
History Centre - not everything is online!
A mention is in order for the museum staff, who
have been working heroically to get the museum
ready for re-opening, despite being understaffed
and volunteers being unable to go in. On my last
visit, they were setting up the Taylor’s shop,
which involved moving heavy furniture, and as I
was leaving Hannah, David and Nikki were lifting
the Taylor’s cash register off the floor - it weighs
a ton! It’s unfortunate that they were unable to
get help for these heavy lifting jobs.
We were saddened by the death in November of
Roger Newman, who had been a staunch
volunteer for many years, and will be greatly
missed by the Museum.
Finally, we hope all Friends are coping well in
these difficult times, and we look forward to
meeting you in the museum when it re-opens in
a few months time.
Rob & Jill Hillman
Trowbridge Town Bowls Club Centenary
Friends will remember that the June 2019 edition
of The Muse included an item on the early
history of bowls in west Wiltshire. Research is
still continuing on a centenary history of the
bowls club in the Park, which takes place in 1923.
If anyone has played for Trowbridge Town Bowls
Club in the past, or whose relatives did, and you
have any memories, photos, or other ephemera
relating to the club, please let the editors know we would be very grateful and all help will be
acknowledged.

Membership
Annual membership of the Friends is £5 due in
January. Payment can be made by standing
order - our bank details are :- sort code 60 21 36
and account number 81455550.
Members of the Friends Committee :

Helen Montague-Smith* Chair and Secretary
Kevin Hartley *
Vice-Chair
Margaret Lait
Secretary
Jayne Tetik
Treasurer/Membership
Phil Lucas*
Shop & Events
Andrew Lett
Shop
Glyn Bridges
Town Council Member
Rob Hillman
Newsletter
Jill Hillman
Newsletter
Hannah Randall-Morris*
Clare Lyall
Museum Curator
Vacancy
Vacancy
* co-opted members of the Town Council’s
Museum Committee
To contact the editors you can email us at
robhillman45@gmail.com
jill.hillman21@gmail.com
Or by writing to us at the museum address :

The Friends of The Trowbridge Museum
c/o Trowbridge Museum
The Shires Shopping Centre
Court Street
Trowbridge
Wiltshire
BA14 8AT
01225 751339
Registered Charity 1054720

Copyright of photographs in The Muse belongs to
the photographer or organisation referred to and
must not be reproduced digitally or in hard copy
without their prior consent.
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Message from the Chairman
Despite the lockdown, the Friends have continued to
support the museum and the staff. As soon as we
were allowed, Friends and volunteers came back
into the museum to help with the huge task of
dealing with the return of the collections. However,
since October, the country has again been placed in
lockdown. We had a few short weeks to help in the
museum before we were exiled again at the start of
November. Progress was good and Friends and
volunteers were able to help as needed to complete
the unpacking of the collection and to help the staff
to sort out objects to be put on display.
The Friends committee have met in the museum and
also held their AGM there as a committee
representing the members, with the latter able to
see a video of the meeting.
The Friends agreed to pay for the conservation of
the spinning jenny and this happened during the
summer (Cost £4,600 with no VAT as done through
TTC). We also agreed to pay £300 towards the cost
of the Haden’s lamp post.
Now that the museum is being put back together,
we are being asked to support various aspects of the
running of the museum. Andrea has been successful
in obtaining a grant for the education department of
over £4k and has asked if we could help by providing
an extra £300. This has paid for Tour Guide units.
There is a shortage of archival boxes. We are still
using most of the ones I organised with Martin
Norgate in 1989!! We can now use plastic boxes with
lids for certain items and this would be much
cheaper and easier. These boxes give off no gas, are
waterproof, provide a micro climate and are pest
free. Archival cardboard boxes start at about £10
each for a shoe box size.. The Friends have agreed to
fund £1000 to start this project.
A very useful meeting was held with the staff to put
in place a policy with regards to objects or items
accepted by the Museum from The Friends. This was
agreed by both parties to avoid confusion in the
future over the status of any asset.
On a personal note, I have finished sorting and filing
the Trevor Porter archive. I’m now going through the
information files, also in the library and reference
area which I am helping to set up.

As our area is now in tier 2 we are still not able to go
into the museum. However, the committee has
been ‘active’ in the background. We have just
ordered a new Friend’s showcase for the museum
which will match the other newly installed ones.
This will contain some of the many objects which we
have purchased for the museum over the years.
Ken Rogers latest book on Ashton and Courts Mills
was published by The Friends in December. It is a
fascinating history of the biggest mill complex in the
town – one which is sadly bisected by County Way.
Many of the early buildings have been demolished
over the years but there are a few remaining ones to
remind us of the scale of the site. These stretch
from Ashton Mill, near Tesco to the newly
transformed terrace, originally Courts Mill/Court
Mills and Courtfield House which is being
re-furbished at this time. The book is on sale in the
museum for £15.00 .
We were all very saddened to hear of the death of
Roger Newman who had been a stalwart Friend for
many years.
We are all looking forward to a return to the
museum and the re-opening next year.
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Roger Newman, 1937-2020
All of us will have been shocked and saddened to hear
that Roger Newman had died, at the age of 83, on
November 24th having contacted Covid-19. Roger was not
a native of Trowbridge, having moved to the area in 1973,
but his knowledge of many aspects of Trowbridge history
was extensive, and he worked tirelessly for several
Trowbridge organisations. He was one of the most longstanding and enthusiastic of the Museum’s volunteers and
could always be relied on to help, whether at the reception
desk or notably as Father Christmas. It was therefore no
surprise that in 2019 he became the Museum’s first
Volunteer of the Year, an award that was well deserved.
For many years Roger recorded the retail and service
facilities in the town, making weekly checks to record
changes and include them in his meticulously kept folders
of text and photographs, which will provide an invaluable
record for future generations. He kindly provided two of his
images for the Trowbridge Market Place book. His
meticulous attention to detail is clearly apparent in the
three “Yellow Books” he wrote for the Museum Friends.
Roger had a passion for railways, of which he had an
encyclopaedic knowledge and an amazing memory. I
recall the first time I met him, at a Museum Christmas
party, I said that I had spent three years in Birmingham,
and he was able to give details of all the railways stations
that had ever existed in the Birmingham area! He also said
that in his youth he had been to Finland, which began his
interest in Finnish railways, in which he became an expert,
and he went back many times, having developed long-term
friendships there. He was also the chairman of the West
Wilts Rail Users Group. A recording of a steam train he
made when he was 10 was played at his funeral - a nice
touch.
Roger worked for Unigate in the 1970s, and in the 1990s
was President of the Chamber of Commerce. It was in
connection with his work for the Chamber that in 2002 he
received the Trowbridge Civic Award. He was also actively
involved from its early days with Stepping Stones, which
supports children with special needs, and was treasurer of the Trowbridge And District Christian Aid
Committee. He was an active member of the Civic Society, and as a member of the Friends of the
Trowbridge Information Centre was helpful in enabling its tourism aims and funds being amalgamated
with those of the Friends of Trowbridge Museum.
Roger was always immaculately dressed, he was a real gentleman. He will be greatly missed. A large
group gathered outside the Town Hall on 15th December to pay respects to Roger as the funeral cortege
passed, showing how highly he was regarded in Trowbridge
Our condolences go to Jacqueline and Timothy.

Rob Hillman
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Items in the Mann Rodway Collection
The Mann Rodway collection of stationery items from solicitors Mann Rodway is a recent acquisition by
the Friends and it is hoped to include a selection of items in the Friends’ case in the museum.

Quill Pens. The box must have contained
short quills, of which there is one example
here, which could be used in a pen holder
in the same way as a steel pen nib.
A plastic box containing 6 quills and one
short quill and one quill box.

Inks and inkwells (10 items), including :A Victorian travelling inkwell; a bottle of
red Quink ink (in original box); L.G.
Sloan’s Ink Eradicator

Pencils, Drawing Instruments, Early Rubber. A plastic box
containing 214 items - propelling pencils, leads, and
drawing instruments - a protractor; dividers; ink pens,
compass, propelling pencils.

Box of pens. Including a William Mitchell box of Round
Hand Pens (nibs); 7 fountain pens; 8 other pens. An
Elastoplast tin containing nibs. Token advertising pens

Text and photography by Jill Hillman
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Moses Aaron Barratt - a Trowbridge Mill Man - 1
On Saturday 11 October 1879 the Wiltshire Times and Trowbridge Advertiser contained the following
brief obituary :
“Mr. Moses Barratt, an old resident of this town, was going home last night when he was seen to
fall down in Timbrell Street. He was taken to his house “The Down Cottage”, and died about two
o’clock this (Friday) afternoon. The deceased was an old servant of Messrs. Clark, and an active
member of the Co-operative Society.”
Our local paper was commendably quick in reporting this incident, but the following week it had to
correct an error in the report and gave a more complete obituary that not only adds to our knowledge to
the man, but also sheds light on working life in the cloth mills in the nineteenth century. It said :
“THE LATE MR. MOSES BARRATT. – In our last
issue we recorded the death of this old and
respected townsman. By an error, which those
acquainted with Mr. Barratt would at once
correct, we then stated that he worked for
Messrs. Clark. As a matter of fact he had been
for nearly 33 years in the employ of Messrs.
Samuel Salter and Co., of the Duke Street and
Home Mills. In early life the deceased worked at
Staverton, under Messrs. Cooper. Leaving here
at a time when trade difficulties resulted in the
stoppage of the mill, he went to Chippenham,
obtaining employment in a shawl factory. He
stayed but a short time, and then accepted the
post he held until his death, that of loom
overseer at Messrs. Salter.
The deceased started one of if not the first
power loom in Trowbridge. Always regular and
punctual at his work, and conscientiously doing
his upmost to carry out the duties he so well
understood, Moses Barratt gained the
confidence and esteem of his employers, and the
respect of the workpeople. He was the first to
introduce the system of changing boxes on
power looms, thus enabling the weaver to
produce checks and other descriptions of fancy
goods previously confined to hand looms. Jointly
with Mr. John Waite he brought out a treadle
motion for looms, a great improvement on the
antiquated tappet. Laborious as were his
every-day duties, they did not prevent him from
devoting his spare moments to other matters.

He was one of the founders of the Trowbridge
Co-operative Society, and for 15 years acted as
treasurer, resigning that position at Christmas.
He was treasurer of the sick club in connection
with the society, and was one of the visitors of
the Trowbridge Bread and Coal Society. We
believe that from the time of the
commencement of the Church Sunday School, at
Staverton, he acted as teacher, walking from his
residence, the Down Cottage, in all weather. The
deceased took a great interest in Sunday School
work, often expressing his appreciation of the
training he received when a lad in the Conigre
Sunday school. On the Sunday preceding his
death he was at Staverton twice. He worked as
usual during the week, and when returning
home on Thursday evening he had an attack of
apoplexy from which he died the following day.
In the highest and truest sense of the term a
man of the people, Moses Barratt will be greatly
missed. Information of the sad occurrence was
sent to Mr. Gouldsmith, who was in Weymouth,
and who telegraphed a kindly message of
condolence and sympathy to the widow. The
deceased, whose age was 66, leaves a widow
and six children – five daughters and one son.
The funeral took place on Wednesday, when
every mark of respect was shown by those
residing in the neighbourhood. The remains of
the deceased were interred in Staverton
Churchyard and the Rev. P.B. Maddock
officiated.”

Mr. Gouldsmith was Jesse Gouldsmith, who was one of the partners at Salters. His mother was Sarah
Salter Stancomb, daughter of William Stancomb the elder. His wife Hannah came from Weymouth and
probably he made periodic visits there. He lived at Rodwell Hall. Who was John Waite? I have been
unable so far to find out, but he may have been the clothworker who lived at Staverton when he married
Mary Gay in 1844. With the help of Census and parish records - and the books of Ken Rogers - I have
found a little more about Moses Barratt and the background to his life - see next page.
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Moses Aaron Barratt - a Trowbridge Mill Man - 2
Moses was born at Hilperton in 1813, the son
of James and Ann Barrett. His father was a
weaver so he would have been well versed in
the woollen industry from an early age. The
nearest factory to his home was at Staverton,
which was run by Cooper Bros. and it seems
probable that he worked there, probably from
shortly after the mill was rebuilt following the
fire of 1824. At the time of his marriage in
1834 he is described as a “weaver”, and was
one of 400-500 workers at the mill. In 1839
Coopers introduced the first power loom in
the area, and Moses may well have operated
it. The woollen industry had peaked by 1840,
and in 1842 Cooper Brothers went bankrupt,
which is presumably when Moses found work
in Chippenham at an unidentified “shawl
factory”. He must have impressed when
working at Staverton because in 1846 he was
invited by Salters to come back to work as
loom overseer (manager) in Trowbridge. It
seems he remained at Salters’ factories at
Duke Street and Home Mills for the rest of his
life.
On the 19th of May 1834, Moses married
Jane Dangerfield in St. James’ church in
Trowbridge. At the time he was still living at
Hilperton Marsh. Between 1835 and 1853 he
had six children - five daughters and a son,
George. In 1862 George married Ann Silcox,
and at about the same time Moses, who must
have become more prosperous, moved to
Down Cottage at Islington Down, where he
lived for the rest of his life. At the time of his
death he was still a power loom manager.
The “Wiltshire Times” obituary records his
death in 1879 of “apoplexy” - a stroke, and his
wife Jane as still living at Down Cottage when
she died in 1892 at the age of 81.
Moses and Jane are both buried in the
churchyard at Staverton. Their son George
died in Trowbridge in 1918, but of his five
children only Charles Frederick, Moses’s
grandson, remained in Trowbridge - he died
in 1930 shortly after moving into the newlybuilt Pitman Avenue.
Rob Hillman

Staverton Mill

Down Cottage at Islington Down.

Weaving shed in Home Mill
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Collins’ Views of Trowbridge and Neighbourhood -1
William Collins was described in “The Market Place
in Trowbridge, 1812-2018” as a bookseller,
stationer, and printer whose shop had been at 51
Fore Street since 1857. At some time after 1870
he produced a postcard-sized booklet of “Views of
Trowbridge and Neighbourhood”, comprising
fifteen steel-engraved vignette views, nine of
Trowbridge, two of Bradford on Avon, two of Rood
Ashton, and two of Farleigh Castle/House (the seat
of William Stancomb). Steel vignette views first
appeared early in the Victorian era. The majority
were engraved and printed by a small number of
companies, notably Rock & Co, J & S Harwood,
Newman & Co, Kershaw & Sons and Banks of
Edinburgh. Books were sometimes published by
local stationers and printers, and William Collins
was one of these. Collin’s booklet includes two
images engraved by J.& S. Harwood and five by
Kershaw and Sons, the others are not attributed.

Collins also sold engraved images as note papers,
and we have five of these in the Mann & Rodway
Collection. Only one of these, of Trinity Church, is
in the booklet, the others are otherwise unknown,
and include three engraved by Rock & Co. (see
pages 22-23)
William Collins was born in Trowbridge in 1825,
the son of William Collins (1797-1870), a
shearman, and Susanna Parsons (1794-1843). By
1841 he is already described as a printer whilst still
living with his parents in Thomas Street. In 1851
he was lodging in Union Street and described
himself as a journeyman printer. It was probably
in connection with his trade that he was living in
Tunbridge Wells, in 1856, in which year he married
Catharine Lampard, who also lived in Union Street,
which is perhaps how he met her. The wedding
took place in Bath Abbey, and shortly afterwards
he set up in business at 51 Fore Street. An advert
in the “Trowbridge Advertiser” dated August 15th
1857 tells as that his Market Place premises was
one of the locations where tickets for the 8th
Trowbridge Horticultural Show could be bought.
He had his own advert in the newspaper on 28th
September, and another on November 14th
reports that he had a supply of stereoscopes and
stereoscopic slides. He remained at No.51 for the
rest of his life, dying on 1st September 1898 .
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Collins’ Views of Trowbridge and Neighbourhood - 2

The Weslyan Chapel in Manvers Street was built in
1836 to a Grecian design by John Dyer, a member
of the congregation. It was a splendid large
building that contained a monument to John Dyer
and his family. In the 1970s the congregation
moved to the Tabernacle and the chapel became a
victim of modernist vandalism when it was
demolished and replaced by a bland office building
for Cow & Gate. Manvers House has been vacant
for several years to become one of Trowbridge’s
eyesores, but will be converted to flats which will
hopefully improve its design so that it enhances
the site.

A site for a chapel in the Conigre was acquired in
1699 and a chapel built in 1700. The first minute
book dates from 1714. In 1835 the chapel was
repaired but by 1856 it was found to be 'much
decayed'. It was pulled down and rebuilt by the
Minister, Samuel Martin on the same site in 1857
in a more ornate Decorated style designed by
William Smith, with sittings for 550 people. In
the 1970s it was found that the church was in a
poor state, largely due to poor quality stone that
was badly seasoned. The church was demolished
in the 1980s and various fittings were saved,
some being in Trowbridge Museum. The
congregation moved into the school and later to
a bungalow in Seymour Road. The print is taken
from a photograph, probably by Frederick Dyer,
who is known to have been active as a
photographer in Trowbridge from the early
1860s.

Pilewell was the area around the Frome Road end
of Newtown. The 1820s/1830s terrace in
Newtown with long front gardens was called
Pilewell Buildings. Note the passing steam train to
the left of the picture
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Collins’ Views of Trowbridge and Neighbourhood - 3

E.C.Pitt, in his guide to the parish church, records
that the earliest record of a church was an
endowment of Monkton Farleigh Priory in 1125 to
a church in the area of the castle. The church we
see today seems to have begun in about 1200; one
of the witnesses to the foundation charter of
Lacock Abbey in 1229 was “Peter, parson of
Trowbridge”, the earliest known rector. The spire
was added in the 14th century and there was
further re-building in the second half of the 15th
century, paid for by the 1460 will of John Wykes, a
wealthy clothier. In 1483 another rich clothier,
James Terumber, founded a chantry, which was
suppressed at the dissolution in the reign of Henry
VIII. The deed of endowment still survives in the
Wiltshire & Swindon History Centre, and a framed
photograph of it was placed in the south aisle.
The 17th and 18th centuries saw a rise in
nonconformist activity in the town. With many of
the wealthier townspeople being Dissenters, the
church was neglected and fell into very bad
condition by the mid-19th century. The spire was
out of the perpendicular and held together by iron
bands, pieces of masonry were falling off and
there were dangerous columns and arches. The
subsequent restoration was due to the energies of
the Rev. J. D. Hastings and was completed in 1848.
In May 1986 the roof of the nave caught fire
causing substantial water and smoke damage,
costing £200,000 to restore. Then in 1990, on 25th
January just after midday, a strong gale (not a
hurricane) blew off the top of the spire, which fell
through the nave. This restoration cost £400,000.
The engraving probably comes from the 1870s; it
shows the church from perhaps its ‘best’ side.

In 1835 the rector of St. James’s, Francis Fulford,
opened an appeal for funds to build a new church.
The church was designed by A.F. Livesey of
Portsmouth and built by Charles and Richard Gane
in 1838 at a cost of £6,404, eight shillings and fourpence (about £715,000 at current values) with
seating for 1,200. It is in the Early English style
but Pevsner rather unkindly said that “it is really a
very ugly interior, but the design needed courage”.
A parish was created for it in 1839 by combining
the tithings of Studley and Little Trowle. The
Stancombe family were great benefactors of the
church in the 19th century. In 1861-2 a new
heating system was installed by Hadens of
Trowbridge, and in 1888 the church's Jubilee was
marked by the removal of the west gallery and
other renovations. Between 1889 and 1938 there
were many donations of stained glass windows
and church furniture. Holy Trinity also became the
church to the Royal Artillery Barracks in Frome
Road. From the late 1970s the church became the
'Church on the Roundabout' after the first part of
the Trowbridge Inner Relief Road was built. In
1976 the church was designated as Grade II*
listed. In 1980/81 the interior was modernised.,
but it ceased to be a parish church in 2010 when
the parish was divided between four neighbouring
parishes, and the church itself became a chapel of
ease within the St Thomas’ parish . A proposed
merger with Wesley Road Methodist church never
took place but the church is still used for the
evening services previously held at St Thomas's,
and for outreach work within Trowbridge including
youth work, concerts, and a mothers and toddlers
group.
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Collins’ Views of Trowbridge and Neighbourhood - 4

Wiltshire Council’s Community History website
tells us that “The church building [at Studley] was
begun in 1852 to a design of W.H. Wilkins of
Trowbridge. It was his first and only building and
he is buried in the churchyard. The church was
largely paid for from an anonymous gift, thought
to have been from Miss Waldron of Westcroft,
Trowbridge, and was dedicated in September
1854. In 1978 the old schoolroom was sold for
housing and the money helped to pay for the
building of north and south transepts There were
many other changes and the church was
completed and re-dedicated on 22nd September
1979.

In “Trowbridge Market Place 1812-2018”, Ken
Rogers tells us that this print must have been
made originally for Samuel Wilkins, who had a
stationery shop in No. 51 Market Place. Gorham,
a grocer, is in the 1851 census, but by 1852 he
had been replaced by William Gillett, also a
grocer. So the date of the print is about 1851.

Springfield was a substantial mansion in Hilperton
Road, built by William Stancomb (1812-1902) in
about 1841. The engraving states that William
Fowler lived there, so we can date it from his time
there, probably between the late 1860s until the
early 1880s. He was the brother-in-law of William
Stancomb who, by the time of his wife Bridget’s
death in 1870, was living at Farleigh House at
Farleigh Hungerford (now the HQ of Bath Rugby);
he later moved to Blount’s Court at Potterne.
William Fowler (1806-1891) was, like his father, a
surgeon in Northgate Street, Devizes, until he
married Mary Webb Stancomb (1810 -1889) at Bath
Abbey in 1850. He then retired and lived with his
mother-in law Margaret Stancomb (né Salter) in
Silver Street until moving to Springfield, probably in
the late 1860s. We know that he had moved to
Bathford by the mid-1880s (he died there in 1891),
because by 1886 George Llewellyn Palmer (18571932), the woollen mill owner, was living at
Springfield. He had married Louie Madeleine
Gouldsmith (1862-1925) of Rodwell Hall (the
daughter of mill owner William Gouldsmith) in
1881, He later moved to Lackham House at Lacock
and Springfield became occupied by John Thomas
Gramlick (1843-1932), an engineer from Bethal
Green who lived in Vienna following his marriage in
1875, and his wife Emily (1949-1904) and his six
daughters. Gramlick died in 1932 and several of his
unmarried daughters continued to live there until
about 1957. In 1956 Wiltshire County Council
proposed building a Technical School on the site but
this was abandoned and Springfield Park was built
on the site in about 1960.
Rob Hillman
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Flapper Dresses -1
Your donation will help us to shine a
spotlight on this side of Trowbridge life
and to explore and share the stories of
two exquisitely beaded 1920's Flapper
Dresses from our collection.
The dress that means freedom!

When we think of the roaring 1920s our
minds lindy hop back to glamour looks,
cool cats and smoky jazz bars.
Nothing evokes this image more than
the iconic flapper dress.
However, we think of these dresses as
more than just a risqué fashion
movement…

Following centuries of long clothing and living in a male dominated society, many women had their first
taste of freedom following the First World War. Men were away fighting for the country and it was time
for women to show their strength and resilience.
With the men returning, these women were not going to give their new sense of freedom and power up.
They wanted their voices heard!
Inspired by the spirit of jazz, the younger generation felt free, they swapped the Foxtrot for the
Charleston and ditched restrictive corsets for boxy, shorter dresses. They were proving that their worth
was more than a shapely figure.
Inspired by these women, we are looking to restore our fabulous flapper dresses to their former glory.
Sharing them with you!
For us they symbolize a generation of strength, unity after the Great War and the freedom enjoyed in
Trowbridge.

Page 13

The Muse

Flapper Dresses -2

What we need to do:
Both of the dresses we want to restore are in our Morrison collection - a collection from a local family
(Bratton), and both are heavily beaded or sequined on silk. They are likely to have been worn at The Town
Hall in Trowbridge, or the Woolpack pub (formally Court Hall, now Mastershoe)
The repairs will be made by a professional textile conservator, and will provide the dresses with support
and stability so they can be displayed in the future.
Help us to restore these wonderful creations back to their former glory for everyone to enjoy. We are
very grateful for any donation you can make towards our project, thank you for supporting us.
This initiative is being Crowdfunded online and it’s easy to make a donation.
If you would like to donate and are unable to do this online please contact Hannah Lyddey, the
Museum Manager.
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Archbishops of Canterbury from Trowbridge
John Stafford (1387-1452)was born in North Bradley,
and was brought up at Southwick Court, a moated manor
house which still stands. He was the illegitimate son of Sir
Humphrey Stafford, and the Lady Emma, who the
archbishop supported until her death . She joined him at
Canterbury to become a nun at the Priory of the Holy
Trinity there. It was at the Priory that she died in 1446.
He became a clergyman but due to his illegitimacy
required papal permission before he could become the
rector of Farmborough, vicar of Bathampton and
prebendary of Wells. He studied law at Oxford in 1413
and was patronised by Henry Chichele, Archbishop of
Canterbury. It was only six years later that he was
promoted to Archdeacon of Salisbury - his promotion was
very rapid as this is the minimum period which could
elapse before a priest could be appointed archdeacon.
Henry V appointed him Dean of the Court of Arches,
Archdeacon and Chancellor of Salisbury, Dean of St.
Martin's (London), Dean of Wells, Lord Privy Seal and
Lord High Treasury. He entered the service of Henry VI
and became Lord Privy Seal in 1421, then Lord Treasurer
the following year. From 1432 to 1450 he was
Lord Chancellor, the first chancellor o be thus styled. In
1450 the archbishop and his brother Humphrey lead an
army against the Kentish rebellion from Jack Cade
In parallel with his political career, on the 18 December
1424 Pope Martin V created him Bishop of Bath and
Wells, and in May 1443 another pope, Eugene IV, made
him Archbishop of Canterbury. He died on the 25 May
1452 at the Archiepiscopal Palace at Maidstone and is
buried in the south choir aisle of Canterbury Cathedral.

Memorial to the Lady Emma in St.
Nicholas’ church at North Bradley.

He was viewed as a moderate and able man, and it was
very much in the interests of the monarch for his "prime
minister" to be given high status in the church.

Matthew Hutton (1693-1758) graduated from
Cambridge in 1713, and became rector of Trowbridge
from 1717 until 1726.. He subsequently became a royal
chaplain to George II in 1736, Archbishop of York in 1747,
then becoming Archbishop of Canterbury.

In 2016, during the refurbishment of the Garden Museum
at Lambeth Palace at the medieval church of St Mary-atLambeth, thirty lead coffins were found. Church records
revealed that Hutton was likely to be buried in the vault
in one of these. This was reported in the May 2017
edition of The Muse
Andy Milroy & Rob Hillman

Matthew Hutton by Thomas
Hudson (1693-1758)

The Muse
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You must remember this
I have always been interested in photography, and bought my first camera in 1964. Between 1965 and
1978 I took about 3500 colour slides, and have recently been trawling through them. Some haven’t
‘weathered’ well with the years, and there aren’t many with a Trowbridge connection, but perhaps these
are of some interest.

The Parade, 1967

Demolition at Ushers in Duke Street, 1972

View across rear of Castle Street, 1972

Construction of West Wiltshire District Council
offices, 1973

The Halve, 1972

Rob Hillman

Page 16

The Muse

News from the Museum -1
The museum has been closed since July 2019,
making way for the ‘Onwards and Upwards’
project, the fantastic renovation and expansion of
Trowbridge Museum supported by The National
Lottery Heritage Fund, The Friends of Trowbridge
Museum, Trowbridge Town Council, and others.
The museum has doubled in size by expanding up
into the empty floor of Grade II listed ‘Home Mills’,
above the original museum.
The new museum will tell the story of
Trowbridge and reveal the heritage of its residents
through new displays featuring never before seen
objects and interactive activities for all ages. In
2019 the redevelopment journey started with
designers Smith and Jones, and architects,
Architecton to bring Salter’s Home Mills back to
life. The museum team have since watched on as
Beard Construction made their plans a reality.
They have uncovered original gnarled brickwork
that has survived mill fires, and sympathetically
restored the mill windows, which have flooded the
space with light and made way for the innovative
displays.
At the heart of the redevelopment is the newly
built Learning Hub, which will enable the Learning
and Outreach team to continue their outreach
work within the Trowbridge community. They will
develop their work with schools, the Lifelong
Learning programme, hold history and craft
workshops, as well as history talks. With its
improved facilities and larger space, the team will
be able to increase their programme and reach
even more of the community. The Hub will also
serve as a meeting space, available for hire to the
public.
The museum is also now the home of a brandnew Research Library. The library will host over
1700 books, relating to the social history of
Trowbridge and the development of the woollen
cloth industry in the area. A unique resource that
alongside an online database on the museum
website, will ensure that the town and wider
region’s heritage is available to everyone.
From Saturday 27th March, visitors will be able
to return and discover the new museum, explore
the brand-new exhibition space, and shop for
Trowbridge Museum products, history and craft
books, and a fantastic range of gifts (see back
page).

The beautiful mill windows being restored, and the
move back in progress with Hannah in the process
of emptying the many many boxes of artifacts.

The brand new Learning Hub.

The Research Library will host over 1700 books.

The Muse
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News from the Museum - 2

A preview of our new Victorian area.

The costume case taking shape.

The hand loom’s new home.

David is currently doing his history talks on Zoom!

The research Library will make sure Trowbridge’s
history is accessible to all.

The Saxon loom.
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Trowbridge in Pre-1750 Newspapers -1
The first news periodical appeared in Strasbourg in 1605, but in England the development of newspapers
was strictly controlled, until 1641, by the Star Chamber and after 1662 by the Licensing Act. By the
1720s there were twelve newspapers in London, the earliest, the Daily Courant, ran from 1702 until
1735; and 24 in the provinces, the earliest of these, the Norwich Post, was published from 1701 to 1713.
It wasn’t until 1785 that The Times was started as The Daily Universal Register, and the world’s first
Sunday newspaper, The Observer, was published in 1791.
The early provincial newspapers relied heavily on information from London, and included items from
around the country. It is because of this that occasionally items pop up relating to Trowbridge, and
these represent the earliest news items found for this area. Actual Wiltshire newspapers generally date
from the nineteenth century, beginning with the Devizes and Wiltshire Gazette in 1816, apart from the
Salisbury Journal which was founded in 1729 then revived in 1736, since when it has been published to
this day (although in the nineteenth century it was called the Salisbury & Winchester Journal).
The earliest Trowbridge reference I have found to date comes from the Newcastle Courant (founded
1711) on 16th December 1738 :Gloucester, Dec.5. The Outrages committed by the weavers at Melksham in Wilts so
alarm’d the Clothiers of Trowbridge, that on Wednesday Night they order’d the Crier
to give publick Notice, that the Weavers should have Full Wages, and NO TRUCK.
The damage done at Melksham on Tuesday last is computed at near 5000 l. [£5000].
Several of Mr. Coulthurst’s Servants were forc’d to abscond, their Lives being threaten’d
for assisting their Master,and apprehending one of the Rioters.
On 23rd December 1738 the Newcastle Courant followed up the story :We are inform’d from the Clothing Part of Wiltshire, that in order to keep the Weavers
quiet, there are Soldiers quarter’d in the following Towns; viz. at Bradford, Trowbridge,
Melksham, Chippenham, Westbury, and Warminster.
More news in the Newcastle Courant on 6th January 1739 updated the situation –
We hear from Trowbridge that a great many of the Weavers are fled from their
Habitations, and that others are taken Prisoners, and committed by the Justices to
the County Goal. Last Saturday, two brothers, Tilers, were apprehended in this City,
and committed to Newgate, for being concern’d in the said Riot, and assisting in
destroying Mr. Coulthurst’s Houses, &c. at Melksham.
Another update, which gives some explanation for the riots, appeared in the 24th February 1739 edition
of the Ipswich Journal (founded 1720) –
An humble Petition of the poor distress’d Weavers and Clothworkers in Bradford,
Trowbridge and Melksham, in Wiltshire, has been presented to his Majesty, complaining
of the vast Decay of the Woollen Manufactory. The Agents for the Clothiers in several
Parts of England, are arrived in Town, to solicit the Parliament on behalf of the Woollen
Manufacture, and have brought a great Number of petitions with them.
A related event occurred in Trowbridge as reported in the Stamford Mercury (founded 1710) on 28th
February 1740 –
Trowbridge, Feb. 14. A very uncommon Sight appear’d here last Saturday : Twenty four
Weavers, of the Town of Somerset (disabled from working by the Severity of the Frost) with a
Carter to drive them, drawed a Waggon-Load of Coal, containing forty-four Bushels, from
Timsbury to this Place, being fourteen Miles of very uneven Road, and made a Present of the
Coal to Mr. Justice Cooper; who, for the Novelty of the Thing, accepted the Present, and
generously rewarded them for their Pains - Necessity is the Mother of Invention.
On 7th February 1740, the Caledonian Mercury (founded in 1720) chipped in with We learn from Trowbridge in Wiltshire, and generally from every other Place in the Country,
that an entire Stop is put to Trade in all its Parts, their Weavers, Mill-men, Sheermen, Scriblers
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Trowbridge in Pre-1750 Newspapers - 2
&c. being generally frozen out of their Employments, by which they used to earn their Bread.
On a lighter note, the Stamford Mercury on 7th April 1740 gives us our first births, deaths, and
marriages report –
On Thursday last, Edward Fleming of the Inner-Temple, Esq; was married at Trowbridge,
to Miss Cooper, only Daughter of John Cooper, Esq; of that Place; and one of his Majesty’s
Justices of the Peace for the County of Wilts; an agreeable young Lady of fine Accomplishments
and 15,000 l. [£15,000] Fortune.
The Derby Mercury (founded in 1732) of 5th November 1741 gave the following report, which again,
perhaps, hints at the condition of the woollen industry at this time Last Week Holloway, the great Clothier (for the apprehending of whom, on his absconding
after a Statute of Bankrupcy was taken out against him, a reward of 200l. (£200) was advertis’d)
was taken by Surprize, as he was mounting his Horse at Trowbridge, and under a strong Guard
convey’d to Salisbury Jail.
The Newcastle Courant of 12th November 1743 contained the following advertisement, perhaps the
first Trowbridge newspaper advert, the veracity of which I leave to the reader -

The Golden Pills of Life and Beauty
Justly so called from their excellent virtues in curing the Disorders incident to young Females
and Women. Being the greatest and most infallible Restorative of Beauty and Complexion
(in the Fair Sex) that was ever discover’d, having been prepared and sold with the utmost
Success for near 20 Years past, and are still continued to be made by Mrs Hanny, Widow, of
Trowbridge, and are, by her Appointment, sold Wholesale and Retail by Joseph Collett, near
St. Clement’s Church in the Strand, London; also by William Cuthbert, at his shop the Corner
of the Custom-house, or at his Printing Office in Cutter’s Entry, in the Close, Newcastle.
These Pills purge, purify, and cleanse the Blood, strengthen the Joints, carry of all Clogs from
the Stomach, create a good Appetite, cure such as are troubled with fainting Fits, or Shortness
of Breath. The most pale and languid Face they most infallibly recover to a lively Complexion,
as well as the whole Body to a regular and good State of Health. They are of singular Benefit to
those that are troubled with the Cholick, and are an excellent Remedy for Pains and Giddiness
in the Head.
As a Testimony of the Truth of the above Golden Pills, and in order to prevent the Publick
being impos’d on by any specious Pretentions, the following Persons have set their Hands, being
Gentlemen, Inhabitants of Trowbridge and Bradford, in the County of Wilts, and near Neighbours
to the Author of the said Medicine.
Of TROWBRIDGE
Edw. Mortimer, Esq;
Benj. Horlock, Gent.
Matt. Jarvis, Gent.
Robert Houlton, Esq;
Charles Allen, Gent.
E d. Shrapnal, Gent.
John Watts, Esq;
Ed. Henwood, Gent.
W. Cooke, sen. Gent.
Thomas Listen, Esq;
W. Temple, sen. Gent.
R. Cottle, sen., Gent.
John Grant, Gent;
Nicolas Temple, Gent.
S. Barnfield, Gent.
James Gibbs, Gent;
Wm. Brewer, Gent.
Ja. Dowding, Gent.
Thomas Lucas, Gent;
John Dowding, Gent.
Of BRADFORD
Paul Methuen, Esq;
Robt Halliday, Gent.
J. Shrapnal, Gent.
John Rogers, Rector
James Hulbert, Gent.
G. Hutchings, Gent.
Matt. Smith, Gent.
Hen. Methuen, Gent.
R. Burcombe, Gent.
Z. Shrapnal, Gent.
J. Showel, jun. Gent.
E. Burcombe, Gent.
Anth. Druce, Gent.
Walt. Pitman, Gent.
Edw. Selfe, Gent.
Dev. Druce, Gent.
P. Buth, Gent.
Samuel Baber, Gent.
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Trowbridge in Pre-1750 Newspapers -3
N.B. These Pills open not the Bowels, nor loosen the Belly, but gradually work upon Nature,
and are of a very pleasant and agreeable Taste, and not like some modern Compositions, which
are so nauseous, that the very Sight of them is enough to give the Patient a Puke.
These Boxes are always deliver’d with a Bill of Direction, signed by the above Gentlemen,
otherwise they are Counterfeits. One of these Boxes contains near an Ounce and a half of Pills,
and is a sufficient Cure in almost all Cases, at 2s. 6d. each.
So there we have it – firstly the claims, then the supporters, then the criticism of the competition, and
finally the price, the equivalent of about £21 for 1½ ounces (42.5 grams) of pills. Interesting that these
pills for young women have the testimony of so many gentlemen! A study of Wiltshire wills shows that
the will of Jane Hanney, widow, was proved at Trowbridge on August 24th, 1749. This shows that she
left the house she lived in at the Conigre to her son James, another property in the Conigre to her son
Richard, her household goods to her daughter Freelove, and a gold ring to her son Thomas Stanbridge.
Freelove was to live in Jane’s house at a rent of £4 per year. She also left items to two friends, John
Temple, a clothier, and John Dowding, a schoolmaster. Jane was clearly a woman of property, and she
obviously prospered from the sale of her pills!
Our final item before 1750 comes from the London Gazette of April 24th 1744, which demonstrates
support by local clothiers for the King (George II) following the Battle of Dettenham during the War of
Austrian Succession. It can be assumed they had a business interest in doing so, particularly in view of
the current problems the woollen industry was experiencing.

The following Address of the Clothiers of Bradford. Trowbridge, and Melksham, has been
presented to his Majesty by Sir Robert Long, Bart. one of the Representatives in Parliament
for the County of Wilts, being introduced by the Right Hon. the Earl of Lincoln, one of the Lords
of his Majesty’s Bed Chamber in Waiting.
We your Majesty’s most Dutiful and Loyal Subjects, the Clothiers of Bradford, Trowbridge and
Melksham, in the County of Wilts, beg Leave to approach your Majesty, with our most Humble
and Hearty Thanks, for the many Blessings we have long enjoyed under your Majesty’s most
mild, gentle, auspicious and happy Governance; and to express the grateful Sense we have of
your Majesty’s great Care for the Welfare of your People, the Good of their Trade in general,
as well as for the paternal Regard your Majesty has shewn for our Security, and the Good of our
Manufacture in particular.
And at the same Time we express the strong Sense we have of the Felicity, Freedom and Security
we enjoy under your Majesty’s Government, we assure you (Royal Sir) that we find our Bosoms
swell with all the Heat of Indignation and Asperity of Resentment, when we reflect, that there
could exist such Insolence in your Majesties Enemies Abroad, in Conceit with such diabolical
Venom and Ingratitude in any of your Majesty’s Subjects at Home, that they should dare to
think of invading and conquering us, and imposing on us an abjured Pretender to your Majesties
Crown and Dominions : A detested Bigot, bred up in the Principles of Civil and Religious Tyranny,
from whom we can expect nothing but to see our pure and holy Religion sunk into Idolatry, our
Liberties trampled upon, and our Constitution overturn’d; ourselves and Posterity become Slaves
to an arbritary Usurper; our Country a Province to France, and a Tributary to Rome; our
Commerce destroy’d, and our Trade lost.
What Valour must not such Apprehensions inspire! What Abhorrence and Detestation must not
such Indignities and Affronce excite in the Heart of every true Briton! Nothing could have fired
the one to greater Fury, nor raised the other to greater Odium, than the finding the dark and
clandestine Machinations of our Foreign and Domestick Enemies, succeeded by the French
King’s Declaration of War against your Majesty, couched in Terms injurious to your Majesty’s
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Honour, and affrontive to the British Nation; full of false Accusations, groundless Suggestions,
scandalous Assertions, frivolous Pretences, and unjust Insinuacions, preceded by a Conduct
treacherous and deceitful, in direct Violations of the most solemn Treaties and Religious
Engagements, Royally pledged, and perfidiously broken.
Thus fired with Indignation, excited with Abhorrence, prompted by Duty, animated by Affection,
we beg leave to assure your Majesty, that to preserve your rights, and our own invaluable
Priviliges and Happiness, under your Royal Protection and paternal Administration, and to
revenge the Affronts and Indignities offered, and Injustice down us, we are ready at all times to
sacrifice our Lives and Fortunes.
We should be wanting in Duty and Gratitude to your Majesty, and to our own Interest, should
we refuse to follow the industrious Example of your Majesty, and your Royal Son, who boldly
traversed the Field of Death, in Defence of our Rights, and the Balance of Power, and the
Liberties of Europe, at the ever memorable Battle of Dettingen; where you triumphed over the
French King’s Household Troops, who fled before your Arms with Precipitation and Confusion;
a happy Omen of future Conquests, and a just Chastisement by the Aid of that all seeing Power,
who avenges broken Faith : And as Heaven sent it’s Angel to shield your Royal Head in the Day
of Battle, so it sent it’s Winds to confound the late Attempts of our Enemies; for he blew, and
they were scattered; and instead of enjoying an hostile Triumph on our Shores; they saw Wrecks,
Destruction and Death on their own; to us pleasing Prognosticks of Divine Favour and Protection.

We further beg Leave to assure your Majesty, that as we feel our own Breasts warmed with
Loyalty and Affection, we shall always make it our Endeavour to confirm the great Numbers
employed by us in our Manufacture, in the same Sentiments.
That your Majesty may long enjoy Life and Happiness; that you may continue the Darling of
your People, and the Terror of your Enemies; and that a Branch of your Royal and illustrious
House may never be wanting to fill the Throne of these Kingdoms, to the latest Generations,
Is the ardent Prayer of (may it please your Majesty) your Majesty’s
Most Humble, Loyal and Dutiful
Subjects and Servants
At the Battle of Dettingen June 16th/27th 1743 George II commanded his British and Hanoverian
troops (the last battle in which a British monarch commanded), defeating the opposing French forces.
But the victory was not followed up and aroused little patriotic enthusiasm in Britain. Critics of King
George’s foreign policy emphasised the preference that he had shown to Hanoverian troops during the
battle. The fact that George wore the yellow Hanoverian sash rather than British insignia was taken to be
indicative of his priorities and was heavily criticised. The battle was less a great victory and more a lucky
escape. However, as the response of the west Wiltshire clothiers demonstrated, George’s victory initially
brought him much popularity and was extensively celebrated.
The French king Louis XV had encouraged rebellion by the Jacobites, who supported the Roman Catholic
claimant to the British throne James Francis Edward Stuart, the Old Pretender, and is also referred to in
the clothier’s address to the king . In July 1745, the Old Pretender's son, Charles Edward Stuart, known
as Bonnie Prince Charlie or the Young Pretender, landed in Scotland, and defeated British forces in
September at the Battle of Prestonpans The Jacobites failed to gain further support, and the French
reneged on a promise of help. On 16/27 April 1746, Charles faced George's son Prince William, Duke of
Cumberland, in the Battle of Culloden, the last pitched battle fought on British soil.
Rob Hillman
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Note Papers from the Mann Rodway Collection - 1
The note papers in the Mann Rodway collection (see page 5) includes a
number of images not included in Collin’s book. Four are shown here, three
of which were produced by Rock & Co. of Barnstaple. William Frederick Rock
(1802-1890) was born in Barnstaple and was a great benefactor to the town.
After working in a bank Rock went to work with printer and inventor Thomas
de la Rue where he was able to make enough money to start his own printing
business, specialising in publishing topographical, steel-engraved prints on
pictorial note paper, fancy stationery, maps and playing cards, as well as
books and booklets . His images are numbered 1-7000.
Note the Lilliput people in his images!
In this image looking up Fore Street into the Market Place
we can see the hanging sign of the Three Tuns on the left,
and ahead of us we can see the ‘remodelled’ front of the
George. Next to it are the shop fronts of Wlliam Chettle,
draper, and Henry Dyer, chemist, in front of the building
now occupied by the HSBC bank. To the right are the
premises of James Beaven, furnisher and ironmonger,
and then the shop of J. Avons & Sons, brushmakers, who
occupied this building from 1860 to 1928. For more
information see Ken Roger’s book “The Market Place in
Trowbridge 1812-2018”, which was published by the
Friends a year ago and is still available at the Museum.

Thirty years after the building of Holy Trinity to serve the
growing western side of Trowbridge, in 1868-70 St.
Thomas the Apostle was built to cater for the growing
east side, and contained 400 free seats. It was designed
by William Smith for Thomas Clark of Bellefield House, in
memory of his father, in the style of about 1300.
Pevsner was not impressed, observing that it has “an
original design certainly, but just a little nightmarish”. In
the 1970s the ’spirelet’ was removed.

This image of St, James’ has the same aspect as the
engraving in Collins’ book, but the image appears to have
been created by a different process, there is no
description, and the designer is anonymous. It was clearly
not produced by Rock & Co.
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Trowbridge market was for centuries held in the Market Place/Fore Street, as can be seen in the Dyer
photographs in “Trowbridge Market Place 1812-2018”. Market traders and their customers had to put up
with muddy conditions in heavy rain and icy frosts, and the stalls were at risk during strong winds. This led
in the nineteenth century to demands for an indoor market, and in 1828 there was a proposal for an
Assembly Room and covered market in Manvers Street. This fell through, and the Weslyan Chapel was
built on the site in 1836. Later, George Haden and others endeavoured to create market accommodation,
but that also fell through. Finally, in January 1860 the Lord of the Manor, William Stancomb, following
discussions on the matter, agreed to find a site for a Market House, and agreed to fully fund its
construction. A site near Town Bridge was mooted, but it was soon decided to run a new street from
Silver Street to Castle Street and use land where William Stancomb had property extending to the Courts,
plus premises occupied by a Mr. Hallett. A committee was formed chaired by Thomas Clark, and by June
1860 some tenements were already being demolished. The architect chosen was C.E. Davis of Bath, and
tenders for the building works were advertised in June and July. The builder selected was W. Long of
Bradford on Avon, with ironwork provided by Stothert and Pitt of Bath. On 11th August 1860 the
foundation stone was laid with great ceremony; about 500 townspeople met at Springfield House and a
procession of the town’s notables was led by the Town Crier to the site of the new hall. A speech by
William Stancomb revealed that he had “been induced to erect this building in remembrance of my late
father, and my uncle Mr. Salter”. The foundation stone was laid by William, Stancomb’s 10-year old son,
under which was a tube contacting coins and a record of all involved in the building works and the names
of the Stancomb family. The silver trowel was given to the young Stancomb. Building work then
continued apace, albeit delayed by a dispute between the masons and the contractor, and by hard frosts
that caused damage requiring the replacement of the pillars supporting the front. In January 1862
advertisements appeared by G. Porter, sculptor and architectural carver, indicating that he had worked on
the building. The Market House was finally opened on 30th September 1862 in a great occasion that
Included a dinner (price two shillings), the band of the 2nd Wilts Rifle corps, Messrs Gouldsmith’s Sax-Horn
Band – and many speeches. It had been William Stancomb’s intention that the five first-floor rooms
should be occupied as a Working Men’s Institute, but a provisional committee declined the offer because
it would not be viable because not enough working men would take part and “they have not much desire
for literary pursuits”. The Market House and the cattle market behind it continued in use until it was
demolished in the 1970s to make way for the Castle Place shopping mall, although the façade has been
retained. Note the image shows the building to the left (The Limes) to be a post office. We know there
was a post office in Fore Street in 1844, in Church Street in 1863, and in 1875 in Stallard Street. Was Rock
& Co. using artistic licence or was there really a post office here?

Page 24

The Muse

STUMPY SAYS
THE MUSEUM WILL RE-OPEN ON
27TH MARCH 2021

