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The 

Friends of Trowbridge Museum is run by a  

committee elected at the March AGM, to which 

all members are invited to attend.   
 

The Committee consists of the Chair, Vice-

Chair, Treasurer and Secretary and several  

co-opted members, who hold bi-monthly  

meetings.  Several members also serve on the 

Town Council’s Museum and Tourism  

Committee. This gives us an important voice on 

the running of the museum. 
 

As well as regular committee meetings there are 

small sub-committees that meet to discuss, inter 

The current Committee is made up of: 

Chair :      Andy Milroy 

Vice-Chair :      Kevin Hartley 

Treasurer :     Jayne Tetik 

Membership :      Richard Alley 

Minutes/Admin :  Nikki Ritson 

Events:      Phil Lucas & Nikki Ritson 
 

      Andrew Lett 

      Glyn Bridges 

      Hannah Lyddy 

      Jill Hillman 

      Marion Dutch 

      Rob Hillman      

 

Following on from the success of the Magna Carta Conference in 

April 2015, the Museum is hosting the “1066 and all That”  

Conference at the Civic Centre on 16th September.  This is a 

highlight of the Henry de Bohun Heritage Festival, which runs 

from the 3rd to the 16th of September, marking 950 years since 

the Battle of Hastings.  Trowbridge Magna Carta Baron Henry de 

Bohun secured one of the country’s earliest market charters in 

1200 and the Festival starts on 3rd September with a Medieval 

Market to celebrate Trowbridge’s rich early history with period 

stalls and activities. The Festival will include guided walks,  

exhibitions, and  Heritage Open Days, culminating with the high 

quality history conference on the16th.  
 

The Friends of Trowbridge Museum are supporting the  

Conference, which comprises a full day of informative seminars by 

some of the country's leading historians : 
 

Dr Ryan Lavelle               The Anglo-Danish Kingdom 
Dr Matt Bennett              The Battles of 1066 

Dr Sean McGlynn             William the Conqueror 

Dr Michael Costen           The English Church After the Conquest 

Dr Katherine Weikhert    Women / Queenship / Matilda 

Andy Milroy          The Early de Bohuns 
 

Tickets are available from the Tourist Information Centre for £18, 

which includes lunch.  Last year’s conference sold out with around 

250 tickets sold, and it is anticipated that interest will be at least as 

high this year. The event will maintain Trowbridge’s national  

profile as a location for outstanding history conferences, with  

interest extending well beyond the local area. 
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Our Committee 

The 2016 History Conference : “1066 and All That!” 

Subscriptions 
Friends are reminded that the annual 

subscription is £5 (single), £8 (joint) and £10 

(corporate), were due on 1st April.    

For information on volunteering opportunities 

at the Museum please see page 19. 



Floral Display by West Wilts U3A Craft Groups 

Friends who have visited the Museum recently will 

have seen the stunning floral decoration in the 

stairs, which has brightened up the entrance to the 

Museum. This has kindly been provided by the 

West Wilts U3A craft groups.  The materials and 

methods they have used are : 

 Wool for knitting, crocheting and weaving 

(traditional, flower loom and stick weaving); 

 Felt with PVA glue and sequins, card for origami 

flowers, paper cake cases for paper flowers; 

 Recycled card with paper napkins and gold  

     paper plus net from fruit packaging; 

 Hessian, cotton fabric, ribbon and lace.  Florist 

wire and tape and dyed tights; and 

 Pot pouri flowers, made from wood saved and 

painted. 

The skills used to convert this eclectic range of 

materials into the beautiful display is indeed  

impressive.    Thanks are given to the U3A groups 

for the display : 

June Enderby, Mary Cole,  Joan Baggs, Lesley  

Foubister, Sharon Gillam, Hilde Smith, Frances 

Hopwood, Elaine Hickman, Janet Mortimer, Angela 

Robinson, Patricia Jackman, Beryl Baggs, Jesse 

Ramsay, Gill Kneebone, Maureen White, Gillian 

Payne, Irene Ellis, Sheila Friend, Jean Newbold,  

Sue Grice, Adrienne Kirten, Janet Jones, Sue Lally 

and Rose Hunt. 
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Trowbridge Town Heritage Trails 
 

Join us on a guided tour through our historic 

town centre (aka medieval Trowbridge) and 

learn about the history of the town whilst  

admiring the outstanding architecture. 
 

Trails depart from the Museum at 10.30 a.m. on 

the dates below and take about 1½ hours. 

There is a charge of £2 per person, but the trail 

is not suitable for under 16’s. 
 

 

The trails take place on the following  

Wednesdays during the summer : 

 18th May 

 15th June 

 13th July 

 17th August 

 24th August 

 14th September 
 

To book your place please email the Museum at  

hannah.lyddy@trowbridge.gov.uk. 

Future Exhibitions in the Museum 
 

3rd-23rd December 2016    Dickensian Christmas 

4th February—30th July 2017   Classic Posters 

26th August—18th November 2017   WEFT—West of England Festival of Textiles 

Forthcoming Events 

Photo : Rob Hillman 



Past Exhibition—The Story of Wiltshire in 100 Objects 

The Story of Wiltshire in 100 Objects exhibition, 

which ended on the 2nd April, created a great 

deal of interest and helped increase footfall  

during the winter months. 
 

Inspired by the British Museum/BBC ‘s Story of 

the World in 100 Objects,  museums in Wiltshire 

worked together for two years in order to  

create a shared exhibition of objects that  

illustrate Wiltshire’s  intriguing and diverse past.  
 

From Stonehenge and the Moonrakers to our 

agricultural and industrial heritage, the resulting 

collection contained objects telling Wiltshire’s 

story through the material culture that our  

ancestors have left behind.  
 

Trowbridge Museum was a major partner in the 

project and as well as lending three fantastic 

pieces from our own unique collection 

(including a copy of the last letter by Thomas 

Hiliker (or Helliker) written on the night before  

his execution for arson in1803) we hosted the 

exhibition from 30th January to April 2nd this 

year. 

The Muse 

10th April : Ken Rogers’ Medieval Walk 

Ken’s latest walk, attended by ten Friends and a 

dog, was fully up to expectations as he led the 

group around the  medieval town (aka the town 

centre) explaining how the town grew from its 

Saxon origins and giving information on the  

history of individual buildings.  We heard inter 

alia, about the burgages, and how the market 

place has ‘shrunk’ as a result of the colonisation 

of its space by the buildings surrounding it.  This 

was an entertaining walk delivered in Ken’s  

inimitable style, and we look forward to the 

next one. 
 

Ken’s wealth of knowledge is boundless, and we 

are looking forward to the publication of his  

forthcoming book on medieval Trowbridge 

which will be published later in the year, and 

which we can be assured will be excellent. 

Photo : Kevin Hartley 

The exhibition also included railway items from 

Swindon, an intricately detailed smock once 

belonging to Bill Standerwick, a dairy farmer 

from Mere, and a medieval floor tile from  

Clarendon Palace. 
 

Not all the exhibits were able to be shown in all 

locations for various reasons, including available 

space and the availability of valuable objects.  At 

Trowbridge we were able to display nearly 80 

exhibits. 
 

The exhibition was previously shown in  

museums at Chippenham, Swindon, and  

Salisbury, and is now at Wiltshire Museum in 

Devizes, the only location where the Lacock 

Cup is on show. 
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The customary New Year Social was held this 

year in the Town Hall, on 30th January.   The 

increasing use that the Town Hall is being put 

to for a wide variety of events can only be good 

for the town, and the thirty or so Friends who 

came along had an enjoyable evening in the  

historic surroundings.  Glyn Bridges tested our 

knowledge of Trowbridge – and our observa-

tion skills – with his visual quiz on the paths and 

ialleys n the central area of the town.  Curator 

Clare Lyall updated us on progress on the  

museum expansion, which was all good news.  
 

David Birks gave us an entertaining quiz to test 

our general knowledge (or lack of it), with 

prizes for the winners.   In between we were 

able to mingle and chat and get to know other 

Friends a little better.  There was finger plate 

food and a raffle was held with amazing prizes. 

All in all it was a pleasant evening, and it to be 

hoped that Friends who were unable to come 

on this occasion will be able to do so at future 

social events. 

The Muse 

Photos : Kevin Hartley 

The Friends New Year Social 

The Museum 

The Museum is open from 10.00 until 4.00 

(Tuesday to Friday) and from 10.00 until 4.30 on 

Saturdays.  It is closed on Bank Holidays.   
 

The museum shop is run by volunteers, but the 

Museum is run by Trowbridge Town Council.   

The staff are : 

Clare Lyall         Curator 

Hannah Lyddy         Manager 

David Birks         Learning & Outreach Officer 

Nikki Ritson         Assistant Learning & Outreach  

                             Officer  

Hanne Dahl         Exhibitions & Arts Officer 

Richard Alley         Museum Assistant 

Newsletter  
If you would like to submit articles, news, or 

your memories of Trowbridge for inclusion in 

the next newsletter, please send them by email 
to rhillman45@btinternet.com.  or contact the 

Museum.   Your memories of life in Trowbridge 

at can also be submitted at ‘Trowbridge Yarns’ 

on the Friends website, or put in the box at the 

Museum shop. 

Bear Trail 
The Bear Trail created a great deal of interest, 

and was won by Sophie Lange who has been 

awarded the prize of a Trowbridge Bear. 
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The Museum Year in 9 Objects 

Following the Friends’ AGM in March, there was a presentation on The Museum Year in 9 Objects by 

Hannah Lyddy, David Birks, and Nikki Ritson; and on the restoration of Gorton, the Museum Bear, by 

Jill Hillman.  These eloquently and succinctly demonstrated the varied aspects of the work of the  

Museum.  Hannah, David and Nikki  have summarised their presentation below.  More on Gorton on 

page 9. 
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1. Ladies Medieval ‘Potty’ 
This mystery object was the sort of useful thing you needed 

as a well-to-do medieval lady on your travels. With not a 

portaloo in sight it was just the job for swift relief and then 

on with your journey! 
 

This object represents Trowbridge’s inaugural Henry de  

Bohun Heritage Festival, which will take place in September 

of this year.  Festivities will begin with a Medieval Fayre in 

Fore Street and the Sensory Garden on September 3rd and 

will culminate in our ‘1066 and All That’ History Conference 

on the 16th. With fantastic speakers already booked and 

plans moving apace, the Festival looks set to be one of the 

year’s highlights. 
 

2. World War One Gas Mask 
These rather alarming looking masks were standard issue 

to soldiers fighting at the front during the latter part of the 

Great War. When gas was first used some soldiers  

covered their mouths with socks or rags soaked in urine to 

help fight against its effects.  
 

This object marks our attendance for the third ‘Bratton at 

War’ annual event this September. Come along to this  

wonderful local wartime extravaganza; we will be happy 

recruit you to His Majesty’s army, then you can convalesce 
in our Field Hospital whilst you recover, our nurses will be 

on hand to wrap you up in bandages! 
 

3. Handmade and Decorated Trinket Box 
A perfectly unique and handy little box for all your storage 

needs. The more glitter, jewels and bright colours the  

better!  This object represents an aspect of the Museum 

that we are all extremely proud of: our extensive work 

with different groups that have Special Educational Needs. 
 

In particular but among others, we are pleased to welcome 
‘The Medley’ group (named for the cloth!) every Monday to 

enjoy making and creating new things to take home. The 

Medley have learnt all sorts of new crafts with Learning and 

Outreach Assistant Nikki Ritson, including decorating our 

wonderful new donation box!  We will also be welcoming 

work experience placement Louis Plested in September, 

who used to attend Larkrise School. 



The Museum Year in 9 Objects 
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4. Paint brushes and Paints 
These objects were a simple set of brushes and paints, highlight-

ing our major exhibition for this year which runs from the end of 

April until 29th October.  
 

Drawing inspiration from Trowbridge Museum’s collection of  

photography, Cloth Road artist Patrick Hallissey has created a 

series of vibrant paintings reimagining scenes around cycling at 

the turn of 1900. Reimagined also tells the story of how the new 

freedom of movement brought about by the bicycle influenced 

society, from fashion to visual culture.  
 

5. World War Two Micky Mouse Mask 
In the lead-up to World War II there were fears that the  

Germans would attack the UK with poisonous gas, so by 1938 

the government had issued respirators to every man, woman and 

child in the nation. More than 40 million gas masks were issued. 

In America there was a gas mask for children that looked like 

Mickey Mouse, with the character's nose and ears and even a 

picture of him on the gas filter; Walt Disney helped in its design. 

This object is the British 'Mickey Mouse' gas mask. It did not  

resemble the cartoon character but it used the red and blue, like 

the American version and kept the name.  

This object was chosen to represent two major events for us this 

year. The Armed Forces Weekend which takes place in the park 

annually each June has become famous in the region and attracts 

thousands of visitors to our Town. It is always a big weekend for 

us at the Museum too, we are able to engage with hundreds of 

users and have a jolly good time doing it. This year our theme 

will be ‘Spitfire factory’, which ties in with our involvement with 

the Spitfire Memorial Working Party (see object 6!).  

The next event the mask links to is technically a Friends one, but 

we will be helping with the planning and supporting the evening: a 

1940’s Feast!   This looks set to be a really exciting event, with 

delicious (we hope!) 1940’s food like spam and peaches and 
cream, retro make up and clothing and entertainment. All ticket 

proceeds will go the Friends. 
 

6. Spitfire Keyring 
Another World War Two connection!  

The museum is a member of the Spitfire Memorial Working 

Party along with a number of Councillors: our aim is to celebrate,  

commemorate and record for posterity the role that factories 

located in Trowbridge played in building this iconic wartime 

plane. Oral histories, a publication, exhibition and a memorial in 

the park are a part of the wider plan. 
 

 



The Museum Year in 9 Objects 
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7. Quirky Shop Stock! 
Are you always on the hunt for a present that’s a little bit  

different? Do you know someone who loves collecting fossils or 

fancies building a wooden knight or plane? 

The museum shop now has some really wonderful stock with  

something for all ages and tastes, why not come along and pick 

up something a little more unique? 
 

8. Bagatelle 
Bagatelle is a billiards-derived indoor table game, the object of 

which is to get a number of balls (set at nine in the 19th century) 

past wooden pins (which act as obstacles) into holes that are 

guarded by wooden pegs; penalties are incurred if the pegs are 

knocked over. Hours of fun can be had with this classic game of 

manoeuvre and strategy!  
Another of our major summer events is the Playday in the Park, 

held every July. A national event managed in Trowbridge by The 

Town Council’s Leisure Services Department, the event seeks to 

encourage the community to get active! This year the Playday has 

an Olympic theme, and we will be basing our stand on ‘Games 

from times gone by’, so if you fancy getting stuck into some sport 

‘retro style’, come and see us in the Park on the 16th!  
 

9. Gorton the Bear 
‘Gorgeous Gorton’ as I like to call him is now on display in the  

Museum after being painstakingly and lovingly restored by 

Museum Friend Jill Hillman.   Also see page 9. 

He has joined his furry Friends in the wonderful Teddy Bear  

display that we were very sad to see go in May.  Jill’s talk at the 

AGM gave a weird and wonderful insight into the world of  

vintage Teddy restoration; as she explained, you never quite 

know what you will find inside a bear!  

Friends’ outings are currently being planned to 

include a visit to museums in the Basingstoke 

area; and in the autumn a visit to Caldicot  

Castle , which will be of relevance in the  

context of Trowbridge Castle.  This could be 

combined with a visit either to Roman sites at  

Caerwent/Caerleon, or to Abergavenny on 

market day.  For both excursions we would 

travel by coach.   
 

Also being considered is a visit to the  

workshops of Guy Morse-Brown, the hatblock 

makers in Bromham. 
 

A vintage (1940s/1950s) night in the Town Hall 

is planned in November (see back page), to  

include  a World War Two singer and rock ‘n’  

rollers.  There may also be a talk on the  

Special Operations Training Battalion in 

Trowbridge.     
 

Ken Rogers is planning to lead a Woollen Trail 

in the summer 

Planned Friends’ Outings & Walks 
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Introducing   ‘Gorton’    

This vintage teddy bear which was donated to 

the museum in November has now been 

restored and has taken up temporary residence 

in the Museum Friends cabinet at the Museum - 

it is hoped that a role will be created for him.  

For anyone interested in the finer details of his  

restoration, there is a book covering the work 

which is under the desk at the shop—please ask 

a volunteer or member of staff to see it.   
 

After a chat one evening he told me how  

excited he was about joining the staff, and that it 

was his ambition to discover the treasures of 

the archives. Reading up on the subject on the 

museum website (luckily he’s pretty savvy now 

after some basic instruction) he learnt that  

Dr. Marjorie Reeves and Mrs Jean Morrison 

both donated vintage toys. Sadly he lost all of his 

toy friends years ago and is eager to  delve into 

the past and enjoy sweet memories of his early 

bear years. However he does seem to have 

found a friend in the  next column…….. 

I’ve challenged him to  find something which  

particularly takes his fancy which we can include 

in the next newsletter.  
 

He was delighted that Richard loved his blue tie. 
 

And hello from Trowbridge ‘Ted’ 

No doubt many of the  Friends will recall this 

lovely chap but for any newcomers like myself I 

was delighted to learn about his history  after a 

chat with museum caretaker John Woodsford.  

Ivan Clark was responsible for actually weaving 

the fine cloth and Trowbridge Ted was made by 

his wife using eight different woven fabrics. He 

has moving joints, foot pads and claws. A label 

demonstrating his provenance is attached to his 

right footpad like many other famous bears, 

except of course he is unique!  
 

He is permanently housed at the museum and is 

enjoyed by many visiting adults and children. 

 

Jill Hillman 

Basic Cleaning of Museum Objects 
 

On 22nd February 2016 Friends were invited to join museum staff for an afternoon training course on 

Basic Cleaning for Museum Objects.  This proved not only to be informative and useful but also extremely 

enjoyable.   We learnt all about the hazards of dust and pests and the correct way to handle objects.  
We were also given ‘hands on’ experience in cleaning techniques such as the brush and vacuum 

method, smoke sponge, and wet cleaning, in the course of which – horrors! - we found evidence of 

moths, which was fortunately not serious.  At the end of the day we came away with a useful booklet 

to remind us what we had learnt.  The team of nine present has now taken on the responsibility for the 

annual gallery and open display clean.   The training was provided by Wiltshire Council Conservation 

and Museums Advisory Service from the Wiltshire & History Centre in Chippenham.   



  30th April - 30th October 2016 

  At Trowbridge Museum 
 

  A new exhibition by Patrick Hallissey 

  The cycling revolution around 1900  

  REIMAGINED 

Opening Hours: 

Tuesday –   Friday: 10am – 4pm 

Saturday: 10am – 4.30pm 

Closed: 

Sunday, Monday and Bank Holidays 

Contact: 

www.trowbridgemuseo.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
What did the invention of the bicycle mean for people a century ago? 

How did it change their lives? 
 

Drawing inspiration from Trowbridge Museum’s collection, artist Patrick Hallissey has created a  

series of vibrant paintings reimagining scenes around sport, recreation, social changes and  

townscapes. 
 

Reimagined also tells the story about how the new freedom of movement  brought on by the bicycle 

impacted on society, from fashion to visual culture,  and the exhibition includes a beautiful Victorian 

penny farthing bicycle on loan from Athelstan Museum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Photographs by Grant Newton 
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Current Exhibition 
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Reimagined Preview Evening 

The pre-view opening of this year’s summer  

exhibition, to which all Friends were invited,  

took place in the evening of 29th April.  This 

was an informal occasion that allowed Friends  

to view the cycling paintings of local artist  

Patrick Hallissey before they were open to the 

public.  
 

The Museum’s Exhibition Officer, Hanne Dahl, 

gave the background to the exhibition, and 

thanked supporters, Friends, and contributors, 

in particular Museum Friend Bob Charmbury.    

She then introduced Patrick, who shared his 

thoughts behind the production of some of his 

paintings, which were inspired by photographs  

in the Museum collection.  He has worked with 

poet Mervin Grist, who recited one of his  

poems. 
 

During the exhibition you can also follow  

Patrick’s live painting sessions in the museum 

(see right) and join one of his workshops (see 

pages 14 and 15). 

Live Painting : Mexico comes to 

Trowbridge 

How is a painting created? What thoughts go 

into an artist’s work? For our exhibition  

Reimagined, Patrick Hallissey will be doing a  

series of live painting sessions at Trowbridge 

Museum, exploring the balance between  

rationality and spontaneity when creating an art 

work. After a recent trip to Mexico, Patrick has 

been inspired by the colourful textiles,  

sculptures and other artifacts. These provide the 

starting point for the live painting whose  

working title is Mexico comes to Trowbridge. 
 

You can join the live painting sessions and talk 

to Patrick about his work on the following  

Saturdays between 1.30-4.00pm: 
 

7th May 

21st May 

4th June 

Photos : Rob Hillman 
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When the poet George Crabbe came to 

Trowbridge in 1814 he was already nearly 60 

years old and his poetry was nationally  

acclaimed by, amongst others Wordworth and 

Byron, the latter considering that Crabbe and 

Coleridge were “the first of these in point of 

power and genius”.  Although born at Aldeburgh 

in Suffolk and trained as a doctor, he had moved 

to London at the age of 26 to make a living as a 

poet, but found difficulty is getting his work  

published.  His life changed having sought help 

from Edmund Burke, who introduced him to 

London literary and artistic society.   Burke also 

secured Crabbe the position as Chaplain to the 

Duke of Rutland, and he remained a clergyman 
for the rest of his life.  He went on to publish a 

number of significant works, including The  

Village , and The Borough (adapted by Benjamin 

Britten into the opera Peter Grimes), and several 

collections of poetry. 
 

In 1813 Crabbe’s wife died and he himself  

became seriously ill and was in danger of dying.  

However he recovered and continued in his  

duties as Rector of Muston in Leicestershire.  

Shortly afterwards the new Duke of Rutland 

gave him the position of Rector of Trowbridge, 

a position he held for the rest of his life. 
 

When Crabbe arrived in Trowbridge, he found 

that the renovations to the rectory begun by his 

predecessor, Gilbert Beresford, had been left 

incomplete—beginning a lengthy dispute which 

ended when Beresford admitted he was unable 

to pay for the dilapidations.  Crabbe was,  

however, successful in recovering tithe money 

that had been improperly paid to Beresford  

after he resigned the living.  Crabbe preached 

his first sermon in Trowbridge on 5th June 

1814, on 2 Timothy 4: 2.   Crabbes’s two sons 

followed him from Leicestershire,  John  

becoming his father’s curate and George  

becoming curate at Pucklechurch.   John married 

Caroline Matilda Timbrell, a daughter of Thomas 

Timbrell, the Trowbridge banker and attorney. 
 

Although Crabbe never remarried he always  
enjoyed the company and correspondence of  

female friends. In Trowbridge his most intimate 

friend was Maria Waldron, the daughter of a 

clothier.  For many years it was rumoured that 

they would marry, but she died a spinster. 

Crabbe also carried on a ten-year  

correspondence with Elizabeth Charter whom 

he met at Bath in 1815. In 1817 Crabbe met 

Sarah Hoare, the daughter of the London 

banker Samuel Hoare, and Crabbe visited the 

Hoares at their Hampstead home every year 

from 1817 to 1830. Unfortunately Sarah Hoare 

destroyed Crabbe's letters to her and those she 

wrote to him which were returned to her by 

John Crabbe after his father's death. 
 

 Crabbe’s growing reputation as a poet  

continued to grow, making him welcome as a 

guest at houses that his clerical position alone 

would deny him.  The local poet  and antiquarian  

William Lisle Bowles, the vicar of Bremhill,  

introduced Crabbe to the Marquess of  

Lansdowne, of Bowood House.  The noble lord 

was always ready to welcome distinguished  

literary and artistic figures, and it was at 

Bowood that Crabbe met the poets Thomas 

Moore of Bromham, and the celebrated Samuel 

Rogers, whom he befriended and who  

influenced his later poetry. 
 

It was on Rogers’ advice that Crabbe stayed in  

George Crabbe in Trowbridge, 1814-1832 

George Crabbe by William Millington 

(in Trowbridge Museum) 
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London in the summer of 1817, the first of his  

annual monthly visits there during the social  

season. In 1817 he met with Rogers;  Moore;  

Ugo Foscolo, the Italian writer, revolutionary 

and poet;  the Scottish poet Thomas Campbell;  

Henry Brougham, a lawyer who defended 

Queen Caroline and became Lord Chancellor;  

the actor John Kemble;  the politicians Thomas 

Grenville and Lord Holland;  the publisher John 

Murray, and Lady Caroline Lamb, who sought to  

make him her confidant and confessor.  Murray 

became Crabbe’s publisher,  publishing Crabbe’s 

collection Tales of the Hall  in 1819. In that year 

Crabbe became a member of the Literary  

Society and in 1824 he was admitted to the 
Athenaeum. 
 

Crabbes’s later life in Trowbridge was  

punctuated by visits with his friends in Bath and 

the local neighbourhood, and visits to his friend 

Samuel Hall Jnr. in Hampstead from where he 

could visit his literary friends in London.   

Wordworth and Southey were amongst those 

who visited Crabbe. 
 

From the early 1820s Crabbe suffered from 
bouts of neuralgia which at times restricted his 

ability to travel.  However, he was still able to 

continue his trips to London, and whilst there in 

1822 he met Sir Walter Scott.  Later that year 

he visited Scott during George IV’s visit to  

Scotland.  Scott met the King, and was given a 

wine glass from which the king had drunk.  

When Scott returned home, Crabbe was there 

and an unfortunate incident ensued which is  

described in Lockhart’s Life of Sir  

Walter Scott : 
 

Scott entered the room that had been set aside for 

Crabbe, wet and hurried, and embraced Crabbe 

with brotherly affection.  The royal gift was forgotten 

– the ample skirt of the coat within which it had 

been packed, and which he had hitherto held  

cautiously in front of his person, slipped back to its 

more usual position – he sat down beside Crabbe, 

and the glass was crushed to atoms.  His scream 

and gesture made his wife conclude that he had sat 
down on a pair of scissors, or the like: but very little 

harm had been done except the breaking of the 

glass. 
 

A reminder to us all never to secrete wine 

glasses in our pockets. 
 

On his return to Trowbridge Crabbe continued 

to write prodigious amounts of poetry, leaving 

21 manuscript volumes on his death.  He was 

inspired to write whilst sitting under a mulberry 

tree in the rectory grounds.  It is also interesting 

to note that it is said that he took opium for 40 

years or more without discernible ill-effects. 
 

He continued  to visit Hampstead until 1831, 

which he felt would be his last visit.  On his  

return he went to Pucklechurch where he 

preached twice for his son, who told his father 

that “you will be assisting me ten years hence”.  

Crabbe’s fatherly response was “Ten weeks!”  

As is often the case, the father was correct.  On 

his return to Trowbridge he began to feel 

drowsy and increasingly weak, and developed a 

severe cold.  Complications set in and he died 

on 3rd February 1832 at the age of 77, with 

both his sons present at his side.  At his funeral 

a few days later, ninety-two of the principal  

inhabitants  of Trowbridge followed his coffin to 

his grave in the chancel of St James's.  In 1833 a 

monumental tablet by the sculptor Edward Baily 

paid for by a public subscription was placed on 

the wall near his grave. 
 

During Crabbe's nineteen years at Trowbridge, 

he had come to be loved and respected by the 

inhabitants. He had abandoned his harsh views 

of dissenters and worked with the dissenting 

clergy in Trowbridge for the common good. 

Crabbe was never an extemporaneous preacher, 

always reading his texts and repeating his  

sermons at intervals and in different churches. 

He emphasized common human decency and 

morality in his sermons as he did in his life. 

Trowbridge Rectory by Edward T.H. Alexander  

(in Trowbridge Museum) 



Trowbridge Architecture Sketching Day 

Saturday 13th August, 10am - 1pm 

Price: £5 

Tutor: Patrick Hallissey 
 

This sketching session will focus on drawing 

historic buildings in Trowbridge. The session is 

led by artist Patrick Hallissey who, parallel to 

his painting practice, has been drawing from 

land-, city- and sea-scapes since he graduated 

from art school in the 1970s. Patrick drew all 

the notable buildings of Trowbridge when  

designing The Shears millennium map with 

Mervyn Grist and Michael Tollit.  
 

During the sessions Patrick will show how to 

work at speed by simplifying shapes and  

textures. The resulting shapes and forms can 

be used as a starting point for future artwork. 

Printed work sheets will be provided but 

please bring your own sketchbook (ideally A4) 

and pencils. A sketching kit containing all you 

need for the session can be bought at the  

Museum. 

 

 

Introduction to Screen-printing  
Saturday 20th August, 10.30am – 2.30pm 

Wednesday 24th August, 5.30pm – 8.30pm 
 

Price: £12 per person (£10 FOTM discount) 
 

Tutor: David Birks 
 

Although originating in China several centuries 

before, screen-printing only came to  

prominence in the early C20th when it was used 

by graphic artists. After WW2 artists such as 

Andy Warhol made use of the technique (such 

as his Marilyn and Soup Cans prints ) and in the 

70s and 80s it was the simplest way of producing 

rock band tour T-shirts.  
 

In this workshop you’ll learn how to plan, cut 

and screen-print a paper stencil onto fabric to 

create your own unique design – there’ll be a 

choice of cushion cover or tote bag to print on. 

There isn’t a theme so it is a good idea to come 

with a basic design in mind, although we can 

print out designs for you to work from. 

The price includes all materials and refresh-

ments. Saturday’s session includes time for a 

short lunch break (not provided), which can be 

taken in the Museum. 

2016 Adult Workshops 
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 Introduction to Peg Loom Weaving 
Thursday 22nd September, 5.30pm - 9.30pm 

Price: £20 (£15 FOTM discount) 

Tutor: Hanne Dahl 
 

It is amazing how many varied projects one can 

produce with such simple and inexpensive tool 

as the peg loom. On top of that, it does not 

take long to prepare the loom and get started 

on a new weaving project. The loom is great 

for making both larger projects like cushions, 

wall hangings and mats as well as smaller ones 

like scarves, fabric baskets and toy animals.  

In this session you will learn how to set up the 

loom and to weave different patterns and 
shapes. You can then choose a project to 

weave and take home.  

The price includes all materials and  

refreshments. 

 
 

Simple and Successful Wet-felting  
Saturday 19th October, 5.30pm – 8.30pm 

Wednesday 22nd October, 10.30am – 2.30pm 

Price: £10 (£8 FOTM discount) 

Tutor: Nikki Ritson/David Birks 
 

Wet-felting is a fascinating technique in which 

raw fleece is felted through being kneaded, 

rubbed and thrown, creating a strong textile. 

Designs are created using different coloured 

fleece and pockets made using tin foil. The  
finished piece can be adorned with beads,  

button and clasps. In this workshop you’ll be 

shown basic felting techniques with the aim of 

making a mobile phone case or purse. 
 

Saturday’s session includes time for a short 

lunch break (lunch not provided), which can be 

taken in the Museum  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colourful Collages 
Saturday 8th October, 10am - 2pm 

Price: £15 (£10 FOTM members) 

Tutor: Patrick Hallissey 
 

Create your own unique artwork using collage 

techniques and incorporating different materials 

like family photos, paint, coloured paper and 

text. Artist Patrick Hallissey will show you how 

to work with different techniques, focusing on 

using collage as a spontaneous ‘freeing “medium 

for making artworks. No prior experience is 

necessary.  

The price includes all materials and  

refreshments. 
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 Introduction to Mono-printing  

Saturday 12th November, 10.30am – 2.30pm 

Wednesday 16th November, 5.30pm – 8.30pm 

Price: £10 (£8 FOTM discount) 

Tutor: David Birks 
 

There are many printmaking techniques, most 

of which require expensive equipment and  

involve several complex stages. Mono-printing, 

however, is delightfully simple involving nothing 

more than a flat smooth surface, a roller and 

some ink. You don’t have to be a skilled artist 

to create really impressive prints. 
 

This session is ideal for those new to  

printmaking, or if you have tried it before it is a 

good opportunity to hone your skills. It’s  

always good to have an idea of the sort of  

picture you’d like to produce so bring along 

some photographs, etc. to use as inspiration. 
 

Saturday’s session includes time for a short 

lunch break (lunch not provided), which can be 

taken in the Museum. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Festive Felting  

Saturday 3rd December, 10.30am – 2.30pm 

Price: £10 (£8 FOTM discount) 

Tutor: Nikki Ritson/David Birks 
 

This workshop offers an introduction to the 

technique of needle felting. This involves  

pricking raw wool with a finely barbed needle. 

As the wool is pricked the fibres knit together 

creating a dense matt. Once you have mastered 

the basic technique, you’ll be able to felt all sorts 

of shapes. In this workshop we’ll be making 
Christmas decorations using pastry cutters as 

guides and freehand. During the session you 

should be able to make several small pieces. 
 

The price includes all materials and  

refreshments. Saturday’s session includes time 

for a short lunch break (lunch not provided), 

which can be taken in the Museum. 
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We’re on the Web! 

www.friendsoftrowbridgemuseum.org 

And we’re on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/friendsoftrowbridgemuseum 
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Publications 
When the Friends were first set up one of the 

aims was to publish research on the history of 

the local area, resulting in Trowbridge History. 

This has now been replaced by the two series of 

“Yellow Books” and “Pink Books”, which are 

published on a regular basis (see list below).   

Most are still available in the Museum shop. 
 

Trowbridge History is a miscellany of articles by  

various authors on Trowbridge and the  

surrounding villages.  The first two volumes 

were published in  1991 and 1994 and published 

by Silverthorne Press.  

Publication was resumed in 2007 and there are 

now seven volumes, with further volumes in 

preparation.  
 

Other booklets that the Friends have published 
include Jabez Cave, an Indian Veteran, by  

D.J. Mattock, The Stancomb Family of Trowbridge 

by K.H. Rogers and Medical Matters, also by K.H. 

Rogers, a fascinating looking the history  

of all things medical in Trowbridge.   
 

The current list of publications was shown in the 

December 2015 issue of The Muse. 
 

Trowbridge Museum’s Museum Twins 

Not all Friends may be aware that the Museum 

has a twinning agreement with the museums in 

Trowbridge’s twin towns in Germany and  

Poland.  The agreement was signed in  

September 2013 in Trowbridge’s Polish twin  

city of Elblag by Trowbridge Museum, the  

Heimatmuseum in Leer and the Muzeum 

Archeologiczno Historyczne w Elblagu (The  

Museum of Archaeology and History in Elbląg ). 
 

There was already a history of collaboration  

between the three museums. There had been a 

three way  cloth exchange to celebrate the 

Trowbridge Textile and Weaving Festival, and 

Grzegorz Stasielowicz, a curator in the Muzeum 

Archeologiczno Historyczne w Elblagu stayed in 

Trowbridge for a week and opened the Festival 

in the Museum . 
 

The Heimatmuseum sent Trowbridge Museum 

linen cloth and photographs of their loom in  

operation.  Trowbridge Museum re-enacted the 

export of cloth from the town to Elblag by the 

English Eastland Merchants in the 16th and 17th 

centuries, sending cloth to the Polish Museum 

manufactured on its loom. 
 

The partnership agreement enables an exchange 

of expertise and ideas between the three  

museums.  Groups from the Heimatmuseum and 

Trowbridge Museum have already visited each 

other’s museums, and members of the 

Trowbridge Museum Committee and Education 

and Learning Officer David Birks spent time  

exploring the Elblag Museum alongside  

representatives from the Heimatmuseum. 

Standing : Clr David Halik (the then Mayor of 

Trowbridge);  Grzegorz Stasielowicz;  the then 

Elblag City councillor responsible for Museums;  

and Hilke Boomgaarden (an artist in Leer). 
  

Sitting : Andy Milroy;  Dr. Maria Kasprzycka 

(Curator of the Muzeum Archeologiczno  

Historyczne w Elblagu); and Burghardt  

Sonnenburg(Curator of the Heimatmuseum).  
Photo : David Birks 

The three way partnership also opens up  

opportunities for gaining funding for share  

projects.   It has raised the profile of 

Trowbridge Museum as the centre for the study 

of  the development of the West of England 

Woollen Industry internationally. 
 

The photograph below shows the signing of the 

three way twinning of the Museums in 2013 



Medieval Trowbridge book 

Ken Rogers is writing a new book on medieval 

Trowbridge, to be published professionally and 

with new images throughout. The West Wilts 

Historical Association may help with loan  

funding that would need to be replaced in time.  

The Civic Society would  also be willing  to part 

fund the publishing too. It is hoped that the 

book will be ready in September 2016 for the 

history conference 1066 & All That as part of 

the Bohun Heritage Festival. 
 

 

Treasurer’s Report  

At the beginning of March, the Friends had 

£23,957, comprising £6,609 in a trust fund, 

£15,681 in bonds, £1565 in a Natwest bank  

account, and £102 in petty cash. There was 

more due to come in subscriptions;  from a talk 

by Ken Rogers; and from the museum shop. 
 

 

Museum shop news 

Hannah Lyddy and Richard Alley attended a  

retail resilience course. With the new Museum 

and the Friends of the Trowbridge Information 

Centre shop becoming the Friends’  

responsibility, a ‘Shop Commercial Consultant’ 

may be used to ensure the most is being made 

of the shop.    
 

The Friends have purchased an iPad for use on 

outdoor events and within the Museum so that 

volunteers can show visitors what is available in 

the collection.  It will help with research on the 

shop desk and can mean larger payments can be 

made by card, without buying a card reader. 

 

Future Events  

Preparations for the  1940s event is progress-

ing .  Jane Cox from Box has been contacted 

about possible historical talks. Richard Alley is 

planning a route for a mill walk.  The committee 

has discussed the idea of a volunteer’s award 

night. 
 

 

Friends of the Trowbridge Information 

Centre 

Committee members attended meetings which 

discussed the Friends of Trowbridge Museum 

taking over the Friends of the Trowbridge  

Information Centre (FTIC), following  

notification that the FTIC intended winding up.   

The FTIC unanimously voted that the ‘takeover’ 

would take place. The TIC’s funds will be  

transferred. and The Friends of Trowbridge 

Museum will  take on any merchandise  

previously purchased for the TIC.  The Museum 

will thereupon run two shops, one in the  

Museum and one at the TIC. The objectives of 

the Friends need to be changed to incorporate 

the promotion of heritage and tourism within 

the town, and this is being undertaken. 
 

 

Tuesday 25th October 2016   

Under the auspices of the Trowbridge Civic  

Society in The Courtroom, Trowbridge Town 

Hall at 7:30pm “1016 & 1066  Why the Vikings 

caused the Norman Conquest”  a talk by  

Martyn Whittock.  Friends of Trowbridge  

Museum are welcome to attend. 
 

 

Katherine White 

6th May was the last day at the Museum for our 

Assistant Curator Katherine White. In the  

afternoon staff and Friends attended a tea party 

at the museum to thank her for her work since 

1997, first as Education & Outreach Officer and 

then as Assistant Curator.  We wish her well 

for the future. 

 

 

News Snippets 
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Shop volunteers trying out the new iPad.  

                                                Photo: Nikki Ritson Cake by David Birks           Photo : Rob Hillman 



Also, the Museum has joined the Volunteer Time 

Credit scheme run by Wiltshire Council and 

Trowbridge Town Council. If you would like 

more information please contact the museum on 

01225 751339 or email   

museum.assistant@trowbridge.gov.uk.  
 

This summer the Museum is seeking Friends and 

Volunteers help to staff the stands at  

outside events.  This mainly involves selling shop 

stock and handing out leaflets and balloons but 

also helping set up and take down stalls. For 

some events you might need to dress in period 

costume but usually suitable clothing is made 

available. Police checks (DBS Disclosure) aren’t 

needed so anyone can help.  These events are 

always lots of fun, it’s interesting and you get to 

meet lots of fascinating people.  Join us on: 
 

11th June - Volunteer Recruitment Event at    

                Trowbridge Town Hall 

25th and  26th June – Armed Forces Weekend      

                 in Trowbridge Park 

16th July –  National Play Day in Trowbridge  

                 Park 

3rd September – Medieval Fayre – Fore Street  
17th and 18th September – Bratton at War – A   

                 field on the outskirts of Bratton 

For more information  phone 01225 751339 or 

email hannah.lyddy@trowbridge.gov.uk 

Museum Friend Phil Lucas at the Shakespeare event 

at Trowbridge  Library on April 23rd. 

Photo : Wiltshire Council Library staff 

Mayor’s Civic Dinner 
 

On 5th March several Friends attended the Mayor’s   

annual Civic dinner in the Civic Hall.  This year there 

were enough of us to have a table to ourselves, and 
there were other Friends at other tables.  Perhaps next 

year we shall have two tables of Friends! 

Friends at the Mayor’s Civic Dinner 

 

               Page 19 The Muse 
 

Photos : Rob Hillman 

The museum is supported by volunteers who run 

the museum shop, provide front-of-house duties, 

assist with collections and exhibitions, support the 

education team,  and help at outside events (see 

photo below). 
 

The support that the Friends provide is invaluable 

and is becoming even more important as the  

museum seeks to expand. 
 

Volunteers are automatically members of the 

Friends, their volunteer hours counted as a  

subscription, although they can of course make a 

donation if they wish.  The Shires issues free  

parking permits to volunteers for the time they 

are providing support whilst in the Museum.   

Volunteering Opportunities 
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Here is he latest news from the BAFM (British Asso-

ciation of Friends of Museums) : 
 

BAFM Annual Conference & AGM 
This year the AGM will be at Ironbridge , and is 

hosted by the Friends of Ironbridge Gorge Museum.   

This is a golden opportunity to visit this World  

Heritage Site.   This year’s Conference explores how 

marketing can benefit your organisation, with  

speakers who are specialists in this field.  The  

conference and AGM itself will take place on  

Saturday 1st October and the following day there 

will be an optional tour visiting the Iron Bridge,  

Jackfield Tile Museum and Blists Hill Victorian Town. 

The price of this tour will include the coach travel 

and a Passport ticket for all ten of the museums for 

unlimited repeat visits during the following twelve 

months. 
 

If you have never attended the annual BAFM event, 

what about it this year?  Why not make a weekend 

of it?  Full details and a booking form are on the 

BAFM web site (www.bafm.org.uk) and are featured 

in the BAFM Journal.  The cost of the conference is 

£65 and the optional tour is £32.  

 

Boost for free museum entry 
Alistair Brown, the Museums Association's policy 

officer, says: “The chancellor’s Budget announced a 

number of measures to benefit museums, including 

an extension of museum VAT refund eligibility, to 

support free admission to museums across the UK.  
The extension of the VAT refund eligibility, which 

was previously only available to national and univer-

sity museums, is now open to any museum or gallery 

that offers free entry without prior appointment to 

the general public for at least 30 hours per week. It 

allows eligible museums to “claim back VAT incurred 

on most goods and services purchased in order to 

grant free rights of admission to collections”.  
 

A consultation into tax relief for temporary and 

touring exhibition costs will be launched this sum-

mer. However, there is nothing in the budget that 

changes the fundamental problem of diminishing local 

authority funding for museums”. 
 

Code of Ethics : The Museum Association's 

code updated 

The Museums Association’s original Code of Ethics 

for Museums was introduced in 1977 and has been 

regularly updated since. The latest update to The 

Code now places public engagement as the first  

priority above stewardship of collections. The third 

strand is individual and institutional integrity - this is 

probably the area most relevant to Friends groups. 

Accredited museums are duty bound to follow the 

Code and that would include Friends and  

Volunteers.   Breaking the Code could possibly mean 

becoming ineligible for HLF, Arts Council and other 

funding sources.   Friends should become familiar 

with the Code of Ethics particularly in the area of 

public access. Further information can be obtained 

from the Museums Association website at 

http://www.museumsassociation.org/ethics. 
 

BAFM Free Information Sheets 
The following information sheets are available to 

download and print in pdf format. 

BAfM Journal Submission Guidelines BAfM Journal 

Guidelines 

Fund Raising Fundraising for Friends Groups 

WFFM Code of Ethics WFFM Code of Ethics 

Museums Association Code of Ethics MA Code of 

Ethics 
 

The Association for Independent Museums (AIM) also 

offer a series of “Success Guides” that are free to 

download (from AIM Success Guides) on a range of 

important topics including fundraising, the visitor 

experience, recruiting volunteers, museum cafes, 

retailing, international work, venue hire, governance, 

business planning, social media, risk management.  
 

The BAFM Journal is available to view in the  

Museum. 
 

The BAFM’s address is 141a School Road, Bristol, 

BS4 4LZ. 

News from the BAFM 

http://www.bafm.org.uk
http://www.museumsassociation.org/ethics
http://www.bafm.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/20-BAfM-Journal-Guidelines-20140822.pdf
http://www.bafm.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/20-BAfM-Journal-Guidelines-20140822.pdf
http://www.bafm.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/15-Fundraising-for-Friends-Groups-20140819.pdf
http://www.bafm.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/WFFM-Code-of-Ethics1.pdf
http://www.museumsassociation.org/ethics/code-of-ethics
http://www.museumsassociation.org/ethics/code-of-ethics
http://www.aim-museums.co.uk/content/success_guides/


Trowbridge Postcards Past 

No.2 The Rectory 

The building shown in the postcard was built in 

the 16th century to replace an older, probably 

also stone-built, building.  It appears in a  

lithographic print by William Millington in about 

1848, and was occupied by the poet George 

Crabbe from 1814 until his death in 1832.  

Crabbes’s study was the room on the ground 

floor to the right of the picture.   
 

Sadly, not to say disgracefully, this ancient  

building was demolished by the church  

authorities in 1961, having fallen into a neglected 

state.  Hopefully the planning authority, and  

Historic England, would not allow a building of 

this historic, cultural, and architectural status to 

be demolished today.   The old rectory was 

 replaced by the 1960’s house we see  

today, as shown in the second picture.  
  

The Museum has in its collection two 20th  

century paintings of The Rectory, by Bessie 

Rodway and Edward T.H. Alexander.  The latter 

is shown on page 13. 
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Photo: Rob Hillman 

Hilton's shoe shop, Silver Street, 1896. The Domestic Supply Stores of Frank 

Woolley and Albert Savage, Silver Street 

in early 1900s  

From the Museum’s Photographic Collection 
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  Spitfire Quiz – Chance to win £100! 
 

The Trowbridge Spitfire Memorial Working Party is a committee created with the intention of  

raising the profile of Trowbridge’s Spitfire connection. Along with oral histories and a booklet the 

final aim is to have a large replica Spitfire situated in the People’s Park.   The Friends of Trowbridge 

Museum have a presence on the working party’s committee and are proud to support the project.   

Unfortunately, the chairman of the Spitfire Memorial Working Party , Cllr Jeff Osborn, recently 

passed away, and in memory of him, and to keep his hope of commemorating the Spitfire  presence, 

the Wiltshire Home Guard Living History Group have created ‘The Spitfire Competition’, the  

proceeds of which will be donated to the  Spitfire Memorial Working Party funds. 
 

 Copies of the quiz can be obtained from the Museum’s website or the museum shop . There is a 

fee of £1 to enter, and once completed it can be dropped in (or sent) to Trowbridge Museum by 

15th September 2016.   The winner will be drawn at the Wiltshire Home Guard Living History 

Group ‘s ‘Bratton at War’ event on the 17th—18th September 2016 and will receive £100! 

http://www.trowbridge.gov.uk/town+park
http://trowbridgemuseum.co.uk/
http://trowbridgemuseum.co.uk/
http://wiltshirehomeguard.co.uk/index.html

