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The bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund was successful! This means that the expansion
can go ahead. This is in large part due to the huge amount of work put into the bid by
our curator, Clare Lyall, and we will all want to thank her for this. Onward and Upward!
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The Magna Carta Conference
The Museum and the Friends were closely involved in a
major Magna Carta conference at the Civic Centre on 25th
April 2015. Speakers included some of the country’s leading
historians, including Andy Milroy, who spoke on
Trowbridge’s Magna Carta baron Henry de Bohun, and Ken
Rogers who gave an informative talk about Trowbridge
Castle. In addition, the conference was opened by Glyn
Bridges and Clare Lyall, and Angela Milroy presented a
paper by a participant who was unable to attend through
illness. The conference was attended by 250 people,
including 100 from outside the local area, and did much to raise the national profile of Trowbridge
and the Museum. To build on this the de Bohun medieval conference will be held in September 2016
to commemorate the 950th anniversary of the Battle of Hastings.

Who’s Who in the Friends : Andy Milroy
Andy Milroy is the new Chairman of the Friends of Trowbridge
Museum. Andy has been involved with both the Friends and the
Museum for many years. He taught at Newtown Primary School for
some thirty years where he developed his interest in local
history. He has had several articles published in the Trowbridge
History series including one on Dorothy Sainsbury, the local nurse
who won the Croix de Guerre in the First World War.
Andy has been heavily involved in this year’s Magna Carta Project
and has written a booklet on Henry de Bohun*, Trowbridge’s Magna
Carta Baron. He is very enthusiastic about the huge potential of
Trowbridge’s multi-layered heritage and with raising its profile as a
tourist destination.
* Available in the Museum shop (£4.95)

Our Committee
The Friends of Trowbridge Museum is run by a
committee elected at the AGM, to which all
members are invited to attend. The committee
consists of the Chair, Treasurer and Secretary
and several co-opted members, who hold
regular meetings. Several members also serve
on the Town Council’s Museum and Tourism
Committee. This gives us an important voice on
the running of the museum.

New Logo
You will have noticed the new Friends logo on
the cover. It was designed by artist Jill Hillman,
who is a Museum Friend, and it was agreed by
the Committee at its meeting in September
2015.

The current Committee is made up of:
Chair :
Vice-Chair :
Treasurer :
Membership :
Minutes/Admin :
Events:

Andy Milroy
Kevin Hartley
Susan Taylor
Richard Alley
Nikki Ritson
David Birks & Phil Lucas
Andrew Lett
Glyn Bridges
Rob Hillman
Jill Hillman
Marion Dutch
Jeremy Rice
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The Museum’s Future—Onwards and Upwards
The future of the museum project has moved forward since Bristol-based architects ‘Architecton’
were appointed to enable the Museum’s vision to be realised. They have a great track record of
working on historic buildings and museums and have been working with us on our application to the
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) with the objective of delivering the kind of museum this community
deserves. There are exciting times ahead and there will be plenty of chances for you to tell us what
you want in the new Museum.
Trowbridge was the centre of the West of England woollen cloth
industry, and has had a connection with weaving for a thousand years.
High quality cloth was produced for the Empress of Russia in the
eighteenth century; the British, French, Belgian and American forces,
including General Pershing in the First World War; Queen Mary,
Edward VIII and Queen Elizabeth II; as well as sixties fashion icons BIBA
and Mary Quant.
The Museum is housed in the last working woollen cloth mill, Home
Mills, which closed in 1982. The proposal is to expand into the floor
above and once again produce high quality cloth within this wonderful
building that represents the unique heritage of Trowbridge. The design concept is based on the fact
that the museum is contained within a nineteenth century cloth mill, and structural features will be
enhanced and not hidden. The proposals include a pop up cafe, working looms and striking art work,
over two floors of Home Mills.
The phasing of the expansion was re-scheduled to deal with structural
problems, primarily making the roof waterproof and making the upper
floor windows fit for purpose. A new lift would be in the second phase.
The new upper floor would contain the Dobcross and Hattersley looms,
and metal beams and columns would remain exposed. Display boards
would be suspended from the ceiling and anchored to the floor,
maintaining the feeling of openness, with space above and below the
boards. The peninsula on the upper floor would contain the store and
education room. In the lower floor the iconic Spinning Jenny would
remain in situ as the Science Museum refuse to allow it to be moved effectively it would be a wow factor at the beginning of the museum
experience. The flock covering on the ceiling of the lower floor would be removed to expose the
beams and columns, providing consistency with the upper floor design. Outside the Museum in the
Shires the original brickwork would be exposed, giving the Shires a more original, industrial look
similar to the Swindon Designer Outlet. This would emphasise that the shopping mall is in a former
cloth mill and would make the museum entrance stand out more. A number of architect’s drawings
of the proposed scheme are available to view in the Museum, and one of these is shown here.
The Curator submitted our Round 1 application to the HLF in
August for £975,000 (total project cost £1,700,000) and a decision
will be made in early December. If the decision is positive we would
enter the development phase from January 2016 to March 2017. A
Round Two bid would be submitted in Spring 2017 leading to a
construction phase from 2018 to 2020. The remaining funding will
come from grant income from other sources and the Town
Council’s ongoing annual contribution of £25,000 which will fund
borrowing of over £400,000. The Friends have supported the bid
by committing a contribution of £10,000 in match funding, including £1,000 from the shop account,
reflecting the shop’s recent success. If the bid is unsuccessful, there would be no cost to the Friends.
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The Ostfriessen Magna Carta
On October 6th Andy Milroy presented the
Ostfriessen Magna Carta to the Museum. The
text below gives some background to this event.
Trowbridge is twinned with Leer in north
Germany and is also twinned with the
Heimatmuseum in Leer.
The Heimatmuseum produced a Magna Carta
Exhibition which took place at the same time as
the Magna Carta Game of Barons Exhibition in
Trowbridge. At the request of the curator of the
Heimatmuseum, Andy Milroy sent images over
related to the Trowbridge Exhibition, including the
Game of Barons poster, for that Heimatmuseum
Exhibition.

schools, unlike English schools.
The Heimatmuseum have presented this framed
copy of the Ostfriessen Magna Carta to
Trowbridge Museum to commemorate the Magna
Carta events, celebrating both the twinning of the
two museums but also their ongoing collaboration.
On behalf of the Heimatmuseum Andy Milroy
presented the Ostfriessen Magna Carta to Cllr.
Glyn Bridges, who had signed the original
twinning agreement between the two museums.

The West Wiltshire/Elblag Twinning Association
also arranged for Polish Medieval Musicians to
come to Trowbridge and play at the Medieval
Charter Fayre and at the Civic Service, providing a
very atmospheric ambience for those events.
Part of that exhibition was a display of the
Trowbridge Museum is also twinned with the
Ostfriessen Magna Carta – a document obtained
from Enno III, the Count of Ostfriesland in 1611. Elblag Museum.
The Accord of Osterhusen, signed in 1611,
Thus the two museums twinned with Trowbridge
limited Enno’s powers and confirmed the rights of Museum were also strongly involved in
the towns. For this reason it is known as the
recognising and celebrating the town’s Magna
Ostfriessen Magna Carta. The English Magna
Carta
Carta has been taught for many years in German

Cllr.Glyn Bridges, Clare Lyall, and Andy Milroy with the Ostfriessen Magna Carta.
Photo : Kevin Hartley
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Events and Exhibitions in 2015
Ken and Helen Rogers Presentation
At the 25th anniversary event in July, Ken
and Helen Rogers were presented with a
glass goblet to thank them for the
enormous contribution they have made to
the Friends and the Museum over the last
25 years. They responded that they have
enjoyed working with the Museum, and
that they would continue to be active in
the friends as lecturers or conducting
parties at the Museum and in the town.
The photograph shows Ken, Mary Pearce,
and Linda Wrigley (the first Curator)
cutting the cake at the celebration.

Photo : Kevin Hartley

Events in Trowbridge Park

Armed Forces Day

Photo : Rob Hillman

Medieval Fayre

Photo : Rob Hillman

Current Exhibition
Discover the joys of Christmas with our annual
Christmas exhibition and join us for some
seasonal storytelling with our Victorian
character and traditional Father Christmas.
As well as our enchanting display exploring a
traditional Victorian Christmas, this year we will
be introducing a new and exciting theme:
“Christmas traditions from around the world”,
showcasing folklore, festivities and food! This
year we travel to Denmark. Also, see the
beautiful Christmas angels and hearts woven by
Somerset willow weaver Geoff Travers and
enjoy our enchanting restored Teddy Bear
display.

There are also storytelling sessions with Father
Christmas costing £2.50 per child and including
a Christmas gift. Places are limited and should
be reserved by phoning 01225 751339 or
emailing hannah.lyddy@trowbridge.gov.uk.
Sessions are at 11am and 11.30am on Saturdays
and Wednesdays until 23rd December.

2015/2016 Exhibitions
28 Feb-26 July 2015
15 Aug-7 Nov 2015
2-23 December 2015
30 Jan—9 April 2016
7 May—29 Oct 2016

Magna Carta
WEFT 2015
Christmas Exhibition
Wiltshire in 100 Objects
Re-imagined: Paintings by
Artist Patrick Hallissey
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Billy George, of Trowbridge Town, Aston Villa and England
It isn’t widely known that an incident in 1897 brought Trowbridge and
its football team into the national spotlight.
William (Billy) George was born at Atcham, near Shrewsbury in 1874,
the son of Henry George, a post office clerk. He joined the army,
which probably explains why his first football club was Woolwich
Ramblers. Whilst serving as a corporal in the Royal Artillery, he was
subsequently stationed at Trowbridge Barracks, at the junction of
Bradley Road and Frome Road. Whilst there he played in goal for
Trowbridge Town in the 1895-6 season, and was made the club captain.
Trowbridge Town had been founded in 1880 and played at the Flower Show field, now Stallards
Recreation Ground. They were one of the founding members of the Bristol & District League in
1892, finishing as runners-up in the league's first season. After three seasons they joined the Western
League, and it was as a result of Billy being selected to play for a representative Western League side
to play against Aston Villa that led to the incident.
A report of the game played on Easter Sunday
1896 recorded that “the goalkeeper, W.George
of Trowbridge Town, had an outstanding game”.
The Aston Villa management were also highly
impressed, and sought to sign him. However,
Billy wasn’t too keen at the idea of becoming a
professional footballer. A steady job in the army
with a predictable steady income seemed more
attractive than a football career that could be
brought to an end at any time due to injury.

Trowbridge Barracks
However, Aston Villa hadn’t forgotten Billy, and
after watching him play against Reading on 6th October 1897, a Villa director wanted to sign him.
Trowbridge and Billy remained reluctant, but it was agreed that he would play one match, against
West Bromwich Albion.
After that match, played on 9th October 1897, The Wiltshire Chronicle reported that Billy “rose to the
occasion and never played better”, and “the way he disposed of the first three shots greatly
astonished the spectators, whilst in subsequent attacks his height stood him in good stead for on at
least two occasions he tipped the ball over the bar, when any but a tall goal keeper would have been
unable to reach it”. This reflects the fact that he was tall, for his times, at 6’1½”. The Athletic News
reported that “the wonderfully clever goal keeping of George was a feature of the match. I never
saw a custodian make his debut in a big match with greater success”. West Bromwich was thought
to have had the best of the match, but were held to a draw due primarily to Billy’s goalkeeping.
Unfortunately, Billy had played the match without any transfer being registered, in fact that transfer
registration was falsified. It resulted in suspensions and heavy fines, and Billy himself was suspended
for one month. . At the time Aston Villa was regarded as the best club in the world, having just
completed the League and Cup double, and the incident put Billy, and Trowbridge into the national
news.
Billy’s last game for Trowbridge was a home cup game against Bristol City on 16th October 1897,
played before 2,000 spectators. After the match he signed for Aston Villa on what was described as
“liberal” terms, whilst the Trowbridge club was paid a large sum. Billy played 356 matches for Villa,
winning an F.A. Cup Final medal with them in 1905 and was still at the club when they again won the
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Billy George, of Trowbridge Town, Aston Villa and England (continued)
League title in 1910. Billy also played four times for England, although the game against Scotland at
Ibrox Park, Glasgow was declared void when the stand collapsed. He remained at Aston Villa until 1911
when he joined Birmingham F.C as a trainer He was also an accomplished cricketer, playing for
Warwickshire from 1901 to 1906.
Perhaps Billy’s initial reluctance to join Aston Villa in 1897 can be explained by the fact that he had
forged personal links in Wiltshire, as on 7th April 1897 he married his wife Florence Kate Angell at
Trinity Church in Trowbridge. Florence had been born in Trowbridge in 1875.

In1911 the Census records that they were living at 60, Northfield Road, Kings Norton with their two
sons and two daughters, and Billy’s occupation is given as professional footballer. After leaving football,
Billy worked at the Austin Motor Works at Longbridge in Birmingham. He died, aged 59, at Selly Oak in
Birmingham, in 1933.
For more information see the article by Ken Rogers and Andy Milroy in the Friend’s publication
Trowbridge History Volume 5, available in the Museum Shop.

Trowbridge Postcards Past
No.1

Bridge House (58 Stallard Street

Bridge House was built in the late 18th/early 19th
century as a house for a Trowbridge clothier.
By the mid 19th century it was part of the
Studley Mills complex owned by John and
Thomas Clark. During World War II it was in
use as a British Legion Club when, in July 1942,
the wing to the left of the picture was
demolished by a bomb and two girls who had
sought refuge from London were killed. The
bomb also damaged the nearby Bear public house,
reducing it to one storey, and took the roof off
the Blind House.
Although restored, Bridge House remains in an
asymmetrical state. It is now designated by
Historic England as a Grade II* Listed Building,
which means it is “a particularly important building of more than special interest”, and it is
included in the National Heritage List for England.
Photo : Rob Hillman, 2015
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The Baron Seymours of Trowbridge
For Trowbridge 2015 was the year of Henry de
Bohun, but Henry was never ‘Baron Trowbridge’.
It was only 400 years, and 15 generations, later
that his 13x grandson, Francis Seymour, became
the 1st Baron Seymour of Trowbridge.
Francis was born in about 1590, the son of
Edward Seymour, Viscount Beauchamp, who was
descended from Henry VIII’s sister, and would,
had Henry’s will been implemented, have become
Edward VII on the death of Elizabeth I.
In 1611 he was accused of abetting his brother
William’s secret marriage to Arabella Stuart, a
descendant of Henry VII and therefore a possible
claimant to the throne. Francis protested his
innocence and this was, presumably, accepted,
because he was knighted by James I in 1613.
About 1620 Seymour married Frances Prynne of
Allington, near Chippenham but Frances died in
childbirth in 1626 and in 1635 he married
Catherine Lee of Billesley in Warwickshire.
Francis was elected Member of Parliament for
Wiltshire in 1621. He was deeply opposed to the
Spanish war and thought it Parliament's duty to
protect the localities from exorbitant financial
burdens. His hostility to Buckingham caused him
to be made Sheriff for Wiltshire in 1626 in order
to exclude him from Parliament, and he was
removed from the commission of the peace.
However, In 1628 he was again elected as M.P. for
Wiltshire and Marlborough. Seymour was
passionately committed to defending the rule of
law against incursions from the royal prerogative,
which led him to refuse the forced loan and to
support the petition of right and to support
Wentworth’s Habeas Corpus Bill. His concern
for his locality and attachment to the rule of law
continued to motivate his actions during Charles
I's personal rule. In 1634 he led the opposition of
Wiltshire justices against a royal commission for
reforming the clothing industry, claiming that this
was against the dignity of the office of a justice of
the peace. He also became a prominent
campaigner against ship money and in 1639 was
summoned before the privy council. He told the
board that: he had against his conscience, and
upon the importunity of his friends, paid that

Francis Seymour, 1st Baron Seymour of Trowbridge.
Detail of a painting by Paul Workman, 2014, in
Trowbridge Town Hall.

money twice, but now his conscience would
suffer him no more to do a thing (as he
thought) so contrary to law and to the liberty
of the subject.
Seymour's primary concern was with
constitutional and legal propriety; he wished to
preserve episcopacy and opposed root-andbranch reform. His speeches in the Short and
Long Parliaments defending legal propriety and
the ‘liberty of the subject’ helps to explain his
decision to join the king. In 1640 he denounced
those ‘who tell [the king] his prerogative is
above all laws’, and called ship-money sheriffs
‘as grievous a plague as the task masters of
Egypt’. On 19 February 1641 he was elevated
to the Lords as Baron Seymour of Trowbridge,
and in May voted against Strafford's attainder.
He had become convinced that the king's
leading critics posed a greater threat to the rule
of law and the liberty of the subject than did
Charles I. In January 1642 John Coke described

The Muse

Page 9

The Baron Seymours of Trowbridge (continued)

him as one of the king's ‘chief counsellors’. On
18 March he was granted leave to visit his
Wiltshire estates and in April he joined the king
at York. He offered to raise twenty horse to
support the king's cause, and in August went to
Wiltshire to implement the commission of array.
During the Commonwealth and Protectorate he
seems to have withdrawn completely from
public life. He steered clear of royalist
conspiracy and when he requested exemption
from the decimation tax, Cromwell personally
intervened to ensure this. Seymour lived in
retirement, convinced that the monarchy would
eventually be restored, and in a private book of
meditations and prayers he hoped that his
fellow royalists would rejoice that they were
‘counted worthy to suffer in a good cause’
.

At the Restoration, Seymour was sworn a privy
councillor and reappointed Chancellor of the

Duchy of Lancaster. He died on 12 July 1664 and
was buried in the chancel of Great Bedwyn
church in Wiltshire.
Francis’s son Charles succeeded him as 2nd Baron
Seymour of Trowbridge. Charles was succeeded
as the 3rd Baron by his son Francis in 1665, who
died unmarried and childless having been shot
dead by Horatio Botti, a Genoese gentleman
whose wife Francis was said to have insulted. He
was succeeded by his brother Charles, who was
a founding governor of the Foundling Hospital in
London. Charles bore arms for the Duke of
Orange in the 1688 Revolution, and subsequently
became a favourite of Queen Anne, receiving the
post of Master of the Horse in 1702. His son
Algernon succeeded him , but on his death in
1750 he had no surviving sons and the barony
became extinct The last three Baron Seymours
of Trowbridge were also Dukes of Somerset,
and later dukes lived at Maiden Bradley.

Avril Tadd (1936-2015)
Trowbridge born and bred, Avril Tadd was born
on February 7, 1936 and lived much of her
childhood in Stallard Street with her parents
Clarence and Doris. An only child, Avril attended
Newtown School in the town and then the
Victoria Technical Institute in 1950.
With a passion for needlework, Avril soon
became interested in textiles and worked in a
clerical role in one of the town’s cloth mills, only
taking a break to care for her mother and father,
unsurprising for anyone who knew her, as even
in her final years she spoke fondly and full of love
of her parents. Following their deaths she
returned to her former stomping ground to
volunteer at the Museum, which she continued
to do for 25 years. Her knowledge of the
woollen industry and in particular Home Mills
was invaluable in providing specialist information
when cataloguing cloth samples.
Throughout her time at the Museum, she
undertook the enormous task of transcribing the
oral history tapes, created to preserve memories
of Trowbridge’s past in the voices of the people
who lived through it, and she shared her stories
and wisdom of the town with an infectious
enthusiasm. It was because of such work that she
won community awards from Trowbridge Town
Council in 2002 and 2003.

Her dedication to the Museum and to textiles
was recognised this year when the WEFT2015
exhibition in the Museum was dedicated to her.
Much of the material on display was donated by
Avril’s family.
Avril’s other passion was her love for travelling.
She travelled to the Mediterranean, Syria,
Greenland, and South America, and took cruises
to the Antarctic and along the Amazon bringing
back exciting tales of each journey with her.
Avril was diagnosed with cancer in 2013 and was
given only nine months to live. Showing her
characteristic strength, she doubled that, and
continued to visit family and support the groups
she had felt passionate to prior to her illness,
including volunteering weekly in the Museum.
Avril's last holiday fulfilled a childhood ambition
of seeing the Northern Lights. She spoke of
sleigh dogs and sitting on reindeer skins under
starlight, but as always was glad to return to her
beloved home town.
Sadly, Avril died on June 22 aged 79. Her longstanding commitment as a volunteer and Friend
of the Museum is reflected in her bequest of
£1000 to the Museum, which will be used to
purchase something that is befitting to Avril and
which reflects her interest.
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Vintage Teddy Bears visit Trowbridge Museum November 2015 - January 2016
Artist, Arctophile and Museum Friend Jill Hillman has held an interest in
bears for some years, one winning the International Bear of the Year at
Longleat in 1985 with her childhood ‘Old Bear’. Celebrity judges
included Bunny Campione from the Antiques Roadshow. Already owning
a small hug of family bears at the time, a life size bear previously owned by
Lord Christopher Thynne joined the family shortly after the event.
‘Old Bear’ has had a fortunate and varied life and three years ago it was
decided to raise awareness of the misfortunes of vintage bears who have
suffered sad times by opening a refuge centre at Wiltshire Art in
Trowbridge. The bears undergo extensive restoration when they arrive
and in fact, few have left, enjoying their new lifestyle inhabiting the house
and sharing their stories. Jill has applied V&A guidelines for the
conservation of her vintage teddy bears.
The Museum Friends case can be seen until late January, where a small collection of the rescued bears
will be on exhibition for the very first time. The bears will raise questions and disclose some shocking
insights about their past….don’t miss it…….

Bear Trail
Look out for the Bear Trail in December in
some of the town centre shops.

Subscriptions
Friends are reminded that the annual
subscription is £5 (single), £8 (joint) and £10
(corporate), due on 1st April. Membership
cards will be distributed shortly.

Volunteering Opportunities
The museum is supported by volunteers who
run the museum shop, provide front-of-house
duties, support the education team, assist with
collections and exhibitions, and help the
museum at outside events.
The support that the Friends of Trowbridge
Museum provide is absolutely invaluable to the
museum, and is becoming even more
important as the museum seeks to expand.
Volunteers are automatically members of the
Friends, their volunteer hours counted as a
subscription, although they can of course make
a donation if they wish. Also, the Shires issues
free parking permits to volunteers for the time
they are providing support in the museum.
If you would like more information please
contact the museum on 01225 751339 or email
museum.assistant@trowbridge.gov.uk.

2016 Friends Events
Friends’ outings are currently being planned.
The first is a visit to museums in the
Basingstoke area in May/June. In the autumn
a visit to Caldicot Castle is proposed, which
will be of relevance in the context of
Trowbridge Castle. This could be combined
with a visit either to Roman sites at Caerwent/
Caerleon, or to Abergavenny on market day.
For both excursions we would travel by coach.
A vintage (1940s/1950s) night in the Town Hall
is planned in November, including a World
War Two singer and rock ‘n’ rollers. There
may also be a talk on the Special Operations
Training Battalion in Trowbridge.
Ken Rogers will lead a Medieval Walk in
Trowbridge on Sunday 10th April (meet in
Lovemead car park at 2pm) and will also
organise a Woollen Trail in May/June.
There will be a social event on 30th January,
perhaps including a talk of local interest. Please
bring a plate of finger food. Drinks will be
provided.

Newsletter
To submit articles, news, or your memories of
Trowbridge for inclusion in the next newsletter,
please email to rhillman45@btinternet.com.
Your memories of life in Trowbridge at can also
be submitted at ‘Trowbridge Yarns’ on the
Friends website.
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2016 Activities & Workshops
The museum runs regular art and craft
workshops and events in the school holidays
and on occasional Saturdays. Most of the
workshops are free, but there is a charge for
the history workshops.
For adults, the Museum is putting together a
programme of art and craft workshops
covering a range of techniques and processes
including felting and weaving, printmaking,
drawing and painting. These workshops will
include both one-off sessions and short
courses, and will take place at weekdays and
Saturdays during the daytime and in the
evening and will be competitively priced.
An events brochure will be produced in the
new year and the details will be posted online.
Alternatively, you can sign up for the Museum
e-newsletter at
trowbridgemuseum.co.uk/mail-chimp.

2016 Activities
Sessions usually last for forty minutes and we
give out timed tickets, from 10.00 a.m. for
morning sessions and from 1.00 p.m. for
afternoon ones.
Tuesday 16th February: Scrapbook Journal
Start your craft year off with our journalmaking workshop. We’ll be making simple
bound books perfect for collecting your
pictures, thoughts and jottings.
Suitable for ages 8+.
Sessions at 10.30 and 11.45 and 1.30 and 2.45.
Wednesday 17th February: Keepsake Boxes
Every child collects things and every child
needs a keepsake box. So come along and
have a go at decorating one.
Suitable for ages 5+.
Sessions at 10.30, 11.10 and 11.50 and 1.30,
2.10 and 2.50 . This is a FREE workshop but
a donation would be appreciated.
Thursday 18th February: Picture This
(Viewfinder Pictures)
Starting with a random object and a small
viewfinder we’ll show you how to create a
stunning picture using crayons, pastels and felt
pens. Aimed at children aged at least 5 years
old.

Thursday 18th February; 5.30pm – 8.30pm:
Picture This (Viewfinder Pictures)
In this adult art workshop you can give your
imagination and creativity free rein as you
create original artwork. Starting with a
viewfinder and focussing on just a small portion
of an object, this small detail is worked up into
something completely different – landscape,
animal, portrait or whatever. All materials are
provided.
This workshop costs £7 or £5 if you are a
member of the Friends of Trowbridge Museum.
Places can be booked at the museum or via
Ticket Source
Friday 19th February: Woolly Lambs (at the
Town Hall?)
This is a nice and easy workshop for everyone
to enjoy, all it involves is a piece of card and
some wool. Suitable for ages 4+.
Drop in from 10.30 to 3.30.
Saturday 26th March: Easter Egg Hunt
Can you find the Easter eggs hidden around
the museum? You can get searching from
10.30 - 4.00. Suitable for all ages.
Thursday 31st March: Build A Bug-Hotel
Bugs need homes too! Help them out in our
insect friendly scrap workshop.
Drop-in 10.30 – 3.30 – All ages welcome.
Friday 1st April: April Fool Joke Books
If you are anything like me you’re terrible at
remembering jokes. With a Trowbridge
Museum Joke Book you can record every giggle
you come across. Suitable for ages 5+.
Sessions at 10.30, 11.10 and 11.50 and 1.30,
2.10 and 2.50.
Thursday 7th April: Sunny Sunflowers in the
Sensory Garden
Join us for some fun in the sun in the Sensory
Garden as we decorate pots and plant them
with sunflowers. Don’t forget to tell us how tall
they grow!
This simple activity is suitable for all ages and
you can drop-in in any time between 10.30 and
3.30.
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The Museum Shop
The shop continues to make a profit. We have
a committee which meets as and when
required, usually once a month, to discuss all
matters relating to the shop’s management and
what stock to purchase for sale. The
committee members are Hannah Lyddy,
Andrew Lett, Phil Lucas, Andy Milroy, and
Richard Alley.
We are aiming to develop the lines that we sell
to be more in keeping with a modern heritage
institution, stocking less of the cheaper toys
(although we do still stock a few successful lines
as there is a place for them). Instead, we are
concentrating on rather more up-market
Trowbridge history and weaving and textiles
related items. We would also like to develop
our ‘branded’ offering, starting with our
fabulous ‘I love Trowbridge Museum’ pencils.
We have recently set aside part of the shop to
sell specific items relating to ongoing exhibitions
such as this year’s 800th anniversary of Magna
Carta and WEFT. During December this area
is turned over to Christmas and other seasonal
items. Especially bearing mind the success of

our Magna Carta and WEFT exhibitions it has
been decided that items such as the Magna
Carta scrolls, Baron’s tea towels, wooden
square looms, and weaving sticks together with
books relating to these subjects and
Trowbridge history will continue to be stocked.
The sale of our knitted mice and now cats
continues apace so a special thank you to Kate
Drinkwater and Marion Henderson for knitting
them on demand, they really are our bestsellers
and have become synonymous with the
Museum.
Finally but by no means least a big thank you to
all the wonderful Front of House volunteers
who continue to give up their spare time to
man the shop and greet our visitors. Mention
should also be made of Andrew Lett’s
continued role keeping a watchful eye on the
financial side of the shop’s management,
recently assisted by Nikki who helps with the
laborious task of matching the till receipts with
the actual takings in the till; special thanks to
both.
Richard Alley

The Museum
The Museum is open from 10.00 until 4.00
(Tuesday to Friday) and from 10.00 until 4.30 on
Saturday. It is closed on Sundays, Mondays, and
Bank Holidays. There is no charge for entry.
The museum shop is run by volunteers, but the
Museum is run by Trowbridge Town Council.
The staff are :
Clare Lyall
Katherine White
Hannah Lyddy
David Birks
Nikki Ritson
Big Weave Day

Photo: Rob Hillman

We’re on the Web!
www.friendsoftrowbridgemuseum.org

Hanne Dahl

Curator
Assistant Curator
Manager
Learning & Outreach Officer
Assistant Learning & Outreach
Officer
Exhibitions & Arts Officer

And we’re on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/friendsoftrowbridgemuseum
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Publications
When the Friends were first set up one of the
aims was to publish research on the history of
the local area, resulting in Trowbridge History.
This has now been replaced by the two series
of “Yellow Books” and “Pink Books”, which are
published on a regular basis (see list below).
Most are still available in the Museum shop.
Trowbridge History is a miscellany of articles by
various authors on Trowbridge and the
surrounding villages. The first two volumes
were published in 1991 and 1994 and published
by Silverthorne Press.

Publication was resumed in 2007 and there are
now seven volumes, with further volumes in
preparation.
Other booklets that the Friends have published
include Jabez Cave, an Indian Veteran, by
D.J. Mattock, The Stancomb Family of Trowbridge
by K.H. Rogers and Medical Matters, also by
K.H. Rogers, a fascinating looking the history
of all things medical in Trowbridge.
The list of publications is shown below, but
some may not currently be available.

Trowbridge History Vol.1
Trowbridge History Vol.2
Trowbridge History Vol.3
Trowbridge History Vol.4
Trowbridge History Vol.5
Trowbridge History Vol.6
Trowbridge History Vol.7
Friends Series No. 1 : Pre-Reformation Piety in Trowbridge,
Steeple Ashton and Keevil
Friends’ Series No. 2 : Fire Precautions in Trowbridge.
Friend’s Series No. 3 : A History of Roads in and around
Trowbridge and the Traffic on them
Friend’ Series No. 4 : Clothiers’ Workshops in Trowbridge
Friends’ Series No.5 : Power in the Trowbridge Woollen
Industry
Friends’ Series No.6 : Woollen Industry Processes:
I The Domestic Industry
Friends’ Series No.7 : Trowbridge Shops in the 1890’s
Friends’ Series No.8 : Woollen Industry Processes:
II The Factory Industry
Friends’ Series No.9 : The Civil War in and around Trowbridge
and Steeple Ashton
Friends Series No.10 : The Bowyers Site in Trowbridge
Friends Series No.11 : 200 Years of Retailing in Trowbridge
Friends Series No.12 : “A Lady of Generous Sympathies” Dame Janet Stancomb-Wills (1854-1932)
Friends Series No.13 : Notes on the Silverthorne Family of
West Ashton and Trowbridge
Friends Series No.14 : Cast Iron Street Furniture and Business
Names
Jabez Cave, an Indian Veteran
The Stancomb Family of Trowbridge
Medical Matters

Ken Rogers (ed.)
Ken Rogers &
Michael Marshman (eds)

1991

£5.00

1994

£7.50

2007
2009
2010
2011
2013

£4.00
£4.00
£4.00
£4.00
£4.00

K.H. Rogers

£4.00

K.H. Rogers

2004

£4.00

K.H. Rogers

2006

£8.00

K.H. Rogers

2005

£4.00

K.H. Rogers

2006

£4.00

K.H. Rogers

2006

£4.00

Roger F. Newman

2007

£4.00

K.H. Rogers

2008

£4.00

K.H. Rogers

2008

£4.00

K.H. Rogers
Roger F. Newman

2009
2009

£4.00
£8.00

Elizabeth Cayzer

2010

£4.00

K.H. Rogers

2014

n/a

Roger F. Newman

2014

£8.00

D.J. Mattock
K.H. Rogers
K.H. Rogers

The Friends of The Trowbridge Museum are members of the British Association of Friends of Museums (BAFM)

£2.00
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2015—Year of Henry de Bohun and the Magna Carta
On November 23rd the Magna Carta Celebration
Evening was held in the Civic Hall to celebrate an
amazing year and to look forward to the future. A
presentation was made to Andy and Angela Milroy in
recognition of their role in the year’s celebrations
(see photo). If 2015 has been the year of Henry de
Bohun and the Magna Carta, it is due to their
enthusiasm and their research into the role of Henry
in the early history of Trowbridge and as a Magna
Carta Baron. Some of the events of this amazing
year are briefly recorded below.
In April Trowbridge hosted the biggest one day
Magna Carta Conference in Europe, (see page 2).
Included in the Conference pack was a set of town
trails developed by Kevin Hartley and Andy Milroy –
the Henry de Bohun/Magna Carta trail; the Pevsner's
Palaces trail; the Cloth trail; and the Public Art trail.
They are still available from the Museum, price 40
pence each. Andy Milroy’s Henry de Bohun booklet
(see page 2), arrived in time for the Conference, as
did the statue of the man himself at Trowbridge
Museum!
The Game of Barons Exhibition included medieval
artefacts produced by local specialist craftsmen,
alongside workshops and presentations by the likes
of celebrated medieval fiction author Elizabeth
Chadwick.
The Henry de Bohun maquette, used to create the
metal statue in the House of Lords, continues to
attract a great deal of interest and hopefully it will be
lasting asset. The Friends of Trowbridge Museum
funded the substantial transportation costs of moving
it from Canterbury. Its passage through the Shires
created great interest!
In a national context the very successful Medieval
Charter Fayre compared favourably with the
Peterborough Heritage Festival, both in terms of
numbers attending and in the quality of events. The
medieval combat in Trowbridge Park on the Sunday
was arguably more imaginative and made a much
greater impact.
The national premiere of the Horrible Histories
show sold out and attracted schools from across
west Wiltshire and beyond. Henry and Magna Carta
featured in the show!
The Business Expo, celebrating the Market Charter
of Henry de Bohun drew local businesses into the
mix and was acclaimed a great success so hopefully it
will be repeated. It celebrated Henry de Bohun
obtaining the town’s Market Charter from King John
in 1200 (one of the first such charters in the
country).

Photo : Kevin Hartley

Trowbridge in Bloom created a big impression with
its public speaking competition for the secondary
schools, particularly with the Year 13 focus on
Magna Carta. The de Bohun shield colour theme in
the flower beds in the Park made a great visual
impact which in turn involved resident gardens and
the Sensory Garden. The TIB Awards evening in
September included a Magna Carta presentation by
secondary school students.
The involvement of retail has been reflected in shop
window displays; the Ask Henry Trail; and
sponsorship, particularly for the Town Crier
Competition.
St James’ Magna Carta/Henry de Bohun celebration
involved over 90 individuals and attracted well over
350 visitors over the week. The Magna Carta
Tapestry, involving individuals and local groups,
creates a lasting legacy of the year.
Magna Carta guided tours were led by Andy
Milroy for visitors from Australia, Germany, Spain,
Japan, Poland, Portugal and Martinique as well as
British groups.
Internationally the celebrations extended to
Germany, where our twin town of Leer had a Magna
Carta Exhibition in its Heimatmuseum (see page 3).
The West Wiltshire/Elblag Twinning Association paid
for the transport, accommodation and hosting of a
group of Polish Medieval Musicians who added
greatly to the Medieval Charter Fayre and the Civic
Service.
Trowbridge did much to lead the Magna Carta
Barons Association. The town council expedited the
sale of the initial tranche of the highly successful
Magna Carta Barons tea towels which have been
sold in their hundreds. Town Clerk Lance Allan’s
remarkable bike ride - 800 years in 800 miles
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2015—Year of Henry de Bohun and the Magna Carta (continued)

linking all the Magna Carta Baron Towns, did much
to raise the profile of the Magna Carta Barons
Association as well as raising £3700 for charities.
At the Mansion House in London, where the
seizing of London by the Magna Carta Barons in
1215 was celebrated, Trowbridge showed a
remarkable presence, with both Trevor Heeks and
Lance Allan being surrounded by members from
other baron towns seeking photographs. Lance was
even mentioned by the Lord Mayor of London!
Trowbridge also distinguished itself with the
production of Trowbridge-orientated merchandise
such as Mike Prior’s de Bohun flags which have given
a unique identity to the town. They were displayed
at major events in Trowbridge; at the Mansion
House; at Runnymede on the 800th celebration of
Magna Carta; and at the Magna Carta Regatta on the
Thames at Runnymede, being in each case the only
Magna Carta Baron flags on display. Likewise John
Cadby has originated Magna Carta engraved glass

goblets for sale in the town, also available for sale at
the Museum.
During the Trowbridge Arts Festival a programme
of guided Magna Carta/Henry de Bohun tours took
place, and Trowbridge primary schools were given a
project led by artist Paul Workman to decorate
MDF cut-outs of the Magna Carta barons which
were shown in St James Church. They can still be
seen in the Town Hall.
Angela Milroy’s public lecture – “Respice Prospice”
to the November meeting of the Trowbridge Civic
Society as part of the Society’s Magna Carta
Retrospective gave in more detail and with great
clarity the sequence of events of Trowbridge’s
Magna Carta celebrations.
2015 has done much to change the perception of
the town and the town council locally, regionally
and nationally. There is still work to be done. The
logo DISCOVER TROWBRIDGE has never been so
appropriate.

Mary Pearce (1928-2015)
With the death of Mary Pearce in the Bath Royal
United Hospital on October 14th , Trowbridge has
lost a great advocate for the town
She was born in 1928, as Mary Ragbourne, in
Keevil, but for most of her life she lived and
breathed Trowbridge. As she put it in a Trowbridge
Civic Society newsletter in 2011, it was her town.
She said “we must all go on working for the good of
our town and making sure it is a lovely peaceful place
to live in, with many of our special places safely
protected. We should all look forward to the future
of Trowbridge, the County Town of Wiltshire.” She
never had any children but her true family was the
people of Trowbridge.
Mary first came to Trowbridge as a six-year-old pupil
at Hilperton Road School, before progressing to the
The Girls’ High School. Twenty years after leaving
her beloved primary school she returned as the
headmistress of the re-named Roundstone
Preparatory School, before moving to larger
premises at 13 The Halve.
She married engineer and gentleman outfitter
Bernard Pearce in 1960, and the couple were happily
married until Bernard’s death in 2009.
In the 1970s the school moved again, this time to
Courtfield House in Polebarn Road. “What a lovely
house to own,” she said in a Civic Society newsletter

in 2011. “I spent many happy hours working in the
house and the two acres of garden with my late
husband Bernard. Trowbridge has given me so many
special moments and makes the town a very
precious place for me.”
As a lover of museums, education and the arts, Mary
is heralded for her time as the principal of Morphew
School of Dance, a position she held for more than
two decades. She had overall responsibility for the
running of the school and regularly took an active
part in everything from organising examinations to
arranging details of the show – which would then
perform in a festival in Bath.
A long-term Friend of the Museum, in 1990 Mary
opened the new museum in Home Mills and was
present at the 25 year celebration event earlier this
year (see photo on page 5).
Mary Pearce was a town councillor who had the
honour of becoming the first female chair of the
Trowbridge Town Council and later the first female
chair of West Wilts District Council – of which she
was immensely proud.
Mary’s ceaseless charity and community work and
commitment to Trowbridge was recognised when
the Council awarded her the annual Civic Award in
2012.
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Gløgg –Mulled Wine Danish style
Gløgg extract :
200g sugar
100g honey
1.5 l water
2 oranges
1 lemon
4-5 cinnamon sticks
A handful of whole spices
(cloves, cardamom, juniper berries, star anise and/or allspice)
For the gløgg
750ml red wine
300ml port wine
100ml schnapps and/or brown rum (optional)
First make the extract: use a mortar to lightly grind the spices
except the cinnamon sticks. Slice the lemon and oranges and
mix the spices, sugar, honey and water. Bring the mixture to
the boil and simmer for about 30-45 minutes. Leave to cool
and stand in a cold place for a couple of days. When you are
ready to make the gløgg, sieve the spice mix and use the liquid.
You may not need to use all of it now – it can keep in the fridge
for about 3 weeks. Soak the raisins in some port wine for a
couple of hours. Mix the alcohol and heat but make sure it
doesn’t boil. Add the raisins and then the sugar/spice mix a bit
at a time, tasting as you go along so it doesn’t end up too sweet
or sour. Serve hot in glasses with chopped almonds and fresh
slices of orange. You can also make a non-alcoholic gløgg, replacing the alcohol with apple juice or elderflower cordial.

Story telling in the Victorian parlour

Photo: Richard Alley

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from Trowbridge Museum

